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V. On the General Theory of Llastic Stability.

By R. V. SourawELL, B.A., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge.
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Introduction and Summary of Paper.

ProBrEMs which deal with the stability of bodies in equilibrium under stress are so

distinct from the ordinary applications of the theory of elasticity that it is legitimate

to regard them as forming a special branch of the subject. In every other case we
VOL. CCXIIL.—A 501, 2 B 2 Published separately, August 6, 1913,
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188 MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY.

are concerned with the integration of certain differential equations, fundamentally
the same for all problems, and the satisfaction of certain boundary conditions; and
by a theorem due to KircHHOFF* we are entitled to assume that any solution which we
may discover is unique. In these problems we are confronted with the possibility of
two or more configurations of equilibrium, and we have to determine the conditions
which must be satisfied in order that the equilibrium of any given configuration may
be stable.

The development of both branches has proceeded upon similar lines. That is to
say, the earliest discussions were concerned with the solution of isolated examples
rather than with the formulation of general ideas. In the case of elastic stability, a
- comprehensive theory was not propounded until the problem of the straight strut had
been investigated by Eurer,t that of the circular ring under radial pressure by
M. Lévy] and G. H. Haveren,§ and A. G. GreeNa1LL had discussed the stability of
a straight rod in equilibrium under its own weight, || under twisting couples, and when
rotating. Y

In a paper which has become the foundation of the theory in its existing form,**
G. H. BryAN has brought these isolated problems for the first time within the range
of a single generalization. Examining the conditions under which KircHHOFF'S
theorem of determinacy may fail, he was led to the conclusion that instability is only
possible in the case of such bodies as thin rods, plates, or shells, and in these only
when types of distortion can occur which do not involve extension of the central line
or middle surface, so that it is legitimate to discuss any problem in elastic stability
by methods which have been devised for the approximate treatment of such
bodies. He showed, moreover, that the stability of the equilibrium of any given
configuration depends upon the condition that the potential energy shall be a
minimum in that configuration.

A closer examination of BrYAN’S theory suggests that some of the conclusions
which have been drawn from it are scarcely warranted. The contention that no
closed shell can fail by instability, because any distortion would involve extension of
the middle surface, will be discussed later.7t For our present purpose it is sufficient
to remark that the whole theory is based upon the assumption that the strains
occurring previously to collapse must be kept to the extremely narrow limits within
which, in the case of ordinary materials, Hook®'s Law is satisfied. This assumption,
of course, expresses a restriction necessarily imposed upon the range of practical

* A. E. H. Lovg, ¢ Mathematical Theory of Elasticity ’ (second edition), § 118,
t ¢Hist. Acad. Berlin,” XIIL (1757), p. 252.

1 ¢LiouviLe's Journal,” X. (1884), p. 5.

§ ‘Comptes Rendus,” XCVIIL (1884), p. 422,

I “Proc. Camb. Phil. Soc.,” IV. (1881), p. 65.

9 < Proc. Inst. Mech. Eng.,’ 1883, p. 182.

*% ¢ Proc. Camb. Phil. Soc.,” VL. (1888), p. 199,
Tt Cf. pp. 222, 236, ‘
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MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY. 189

problems which can be treated by the ordinary theory of elasticity ; but it is not
legitimate to conclude that instability is only possible, even if its conditions were only
calculable, in the case of materials which obey Hookr's Law, and there is no warrant
for the employment of “ crushing formule” in the design of short struts and thick
boiler flues.® v

A more serious weakness in the existing theory of elastic stability, when regarded
from the mathematical standpoint, is the fact that the methods which it employs are
admittedly only approximate. The higher the elastic limitt of the material under
consideration, the less adequate are these methods to deal with the whole range of
problems which should come within its scope. In fact, we are faced with the
anomaly that, while in its ordinary applications the theory of elasticity is not
concerned with the conception of an elastic limit, in questions of stability the
existence of finite limits is an essential condition for the adequacy of its results. In
an ideal material, possessing perfect elasticity combined with unlimited strength,
types of instability could occur with which existing methods would be quite
insufficient to deal.

The theory of elastic stability is thus in much the same position as that of the
ordinary theory of elasticity before the discovery of the general equations, and one
aim of the present paper is to remedy its defects by the investigation of general
equations, which may be termed “ Equations of Neutral Equilibrium,” and which
express the condition that a given configuration may be one of limiting equilibrium.
These equations are universally applicable only to ideal material of indefinite strength;
and the possibility of elastic break-down must receive separate investigation; but
they are also applicable, even with materials of finite strength, to any problem which
comes within the restrictions imposed by BryaN’s discussion, and therefore enable us
to test the accuracy of his treatment of problems, such as that of the boiler flue, for
which the ordinary Theory of Thin Shells has been thought insufficiently rigorous.}

In every problem of this paper it is found that the Theory of Thin Shells gives a
solution which is correct as a first approximation, and the practical advantages of the
new method of investigation are, therefore, not immediately apparent. But it must
be remembered that the approximate theory of thin plates and shells has not as yet
been rigorously established, and that much work has recently been undertaken with
the object of testing it by comparison with accurate solutions of isolated problems.§
Now in finding conditions for the neutrality of the equilibrium of any given
configuration we are at the same time obtaining the solution of a statical problem ;
for a configuration of slight distortion from the equilibrium position will also be one

* W. C. Unwin, ¢ Elements of Machine Design’ (1909), Part L, p. 111; S. E. Srocum, “The Collapse
of Tubes under Iixternal Pressure,” ¢ Engineering,” January 8, 1909. _

T By “elastic limit ” is intended, here and throughout this paper, the limit of linear elasticity.

1 Cf. pp. 210, 224.

§ LovE, op. cit., Introduction, p. 29, and Chapter XXII.
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190 MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY.

of equilibrium. Hence every solution which we can obtain will add to the number
of these “ test cases,” which has not hitherto included solutions for any but plane
plates.

A far more important advantage of the new method, from the practical point of
view, is the accuracy with which it follows the actual “stress history” in a body
which fails by instability under a gradually increasing stress. In cases where
instability precedes elastic break-down this difference of method is not important ;
but for the discussion of instability in overstrained material, where the stress-strain
relations are intimately dependent upon the previous stress history, its introduction
is absolutely necessary.

The extension of EULER'S theory to struts of practical dimensions and materials,
which forms the conclusion of this paper, suggests a large and new field for
investigation. The number of similar cases which can be treated, in the existing
state of our knowledge of plastic strain, is very small, and indications are given below
of the questions which still require an answer; there is reason to believe that the
requisite experimental research would not present insuperable difficulties, and that
we may hope in the future to obtain an adequate theory of experimental results
which are at present very little understood.

Equarrons oF NEUTRAL EqQUuiniBrivm 1N RucraNcurnar Co-ORDINATES.
Method of Derivation.

The question of stability arises in regard to any system in which there 1s a
possibility of slicht displacement from the configuration of equilibrium. This possi-
bility may be afforded either by a more or less limited degree of mechanical freedom—
in which case the problem is one of statical stability, and practically unaffected by

Fig. 1.

the tendency, which any actual body displays, to distort under the influence of
applied forces ; or it may be due, more or less entirely, to this tendency. In the
latter case the problem is one of elastic stability, and must be treated by distinct
methods. There is, however, no essential difference between the two types of
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instability, and a general discussion of the elastic type may be very conveniently
illustrated by reference to a mechanical example.

In this connection we may consider the system illustrated by fig. 1, in which a
uniform heavy sphere rests in equilibrium within a hemispherical bowl, under the
action of its own weight and of the pressure exerted by a pointed plunger, which is
free to move in a vertical line through the centre of the bowl. This system has been
chosen for the illustration which it affords of collapse under a definite “ critical
loading.” In this it bears an unusual resemblance to examples of elastic instability—
the stability of most mechanical systems being dependent solely upon the relative
dimensions of their members. In the absence of friction, we find that the equilibrium
will become unstable as the load on the plunger is increased through a critical value
given by =N W

R—2r

W is the weight of the sphere,

where

r 18 the radius of the sphere,

and R is the radius of the bowl.

The above solution rests upon the assumption that the sphere, bowl and plunger
are absolutely smooth and rigid, and the possibility of slight displacement is afforded
by the freedom of the sphere to take up any position of contact with the bowl. To
discuss the equilibrium of the sphere in the position illustrated we must consider the
forces which act upon it in a position of slight displacement. These include two
systems, one tending to restore the initial conditions, the other tending to increase
the distortion, and stability depends upon the relative magnitude of the two effects.
We may investigate the problem by three methods, fundamentally equivalent, which
are described below :—

(1) The Energy Method.—We may derive expressions for the potential energy of
the system in a position of slight displacement from the equilibrium position.
The condition of stability requires that the expression for the potential energy
shall have a minimum value in the equilibrium position.

(2) The Method of Vibrations.—We assume that the slight displacement has been
effected by any cause, and investigate the types of vibration possible to the
system when this cause is removed. The condition of stability requires that
all such types shall have real periods. »

(8) The Statical Method.—We confine our attention to the special case in which
the stability of the equilibrium position is neutral. In this case there must
exist some type of displacement for which the collapsing and restoring
effects, discussed above, are exactly balanced, so that it may be maintained
by the original system of applied forces. We have, therefore, to find
conditions for the equilibrium of a configuration of small displacement, under
the given system of applied forces.
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192 MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY.

Any of these methods is valid for the investigation of elastic stability, and all have
in fact been employed, the displacement considered being that of the central-line or
middle-surface of the rod or shell, and the resultant actions over cross-sections being
derived in terms of this displacement, by the approximate theory first suggested by
KircaroFF. The third method is generally found to be preferable, and is the basis
of the investigation to be described below, but the actual procedure will be found to
possess one or two novel features.

In ‘the first place, an endeavour will be made to dispense with the assumption that
elastic break-down occurs at very small values of the strains; instead, we shall deal
with an ideal material possessing perfect elasticity combined with unlimited strength.
Such a material could not fail, unless by instability, and our problems will no longer
be confined to thin rods, plates, or shells. It follows that we can only obtain sufficient
accuracy in our conditions for neutral stability by deriving them with reference to a
volume-element of the material.

Further, since instability will in some cases not occur until the strains in the
material have reached finite values, we shall have to introduce an unusual precision
into our ideas of stress and strain. The discussion of finite strain is merely a problem
in kinematics, and has been worked out with some completeness®; but the corre-
sponding stress-strain relations in our ideal material are necessarily less certain, since
they must be based upon experiments in which only small strains are permissible.

For example, if we assume that Hoox®s Law is satisfied at all stresses, we must
decide whether our definition of stress is to be

Lt [Total action over an element of surface]

Original area of that surface
or

|: Total action over the surface ]
"L Area of that surface after distortion |’

For the ordinary purposes of elastic theory the two definitions may be regarded as
equivalent, and the distinction is too fine to be settled experimentally. In the
absence of any generally-accepted molecular theory which might indicate the correct
result, it seems legitimate to make the simplest possible assumptions which do not
involve self-contradictions, and which yield the usual results when the strains are
very small. ,

It may be shownt that in a distortion of any magnitude three orthogonal linear
elements issue from any point after distortion, which were also orthogonal in the
unstrained configuration, and that these linear elements undergo stationary (maximum
or minimum, or minimazx) extension. Hence an elementary parallelopiped constructed
at the point, with sides parallel to these linear elements, undergoes no change of
angle in the distortion. It is clear that only normal stresses will act upon its faces

* Yor a discussion of the theory, with references, see LOVE, op. cif., Appendix to Chapter I.
T Love, op. cit., § 26, 27.
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after distortion, and that if these stresses be expressed in terms of the extensions of
the sides we have complete relations between stress and strain.

We shall therefore assume that these principal stresses and principal strains,
whatever thewr magnitude, are connected by the ordinary equations of HookE'S Law ;
that is to say, if the extensions in the principal directions are e, e, e;, and the
corresponding stresses are R,, R,. R,, then

]. 5) N
e = %[I{’l_ ,’7?:(1\12“}‘—[{3)], seey &C"

. 1 . . s i .
where E is Youna’s Modulus, and — is PorssoN’s ratio for the material under
m

consideration.
These relations may be written in the form
E
B = —mM™ME  Mm—1)e 4
' it 1) (m—2) [(m—1) e +e,+e,)
20 -
= [(m—=1)e;+e,+ey, oo, &ey. . o 0 . . . (2)

where C is the Modulus of Rigidity.

In these relations the measure of extension is assumed to be

Increase in length of linear element
Length of the element before strain’

and of stress®
Total action over an element of surface

Area of the element before strain

We have then the usual expressiont for the energy of strain, per unit volume of the
unstrained material, in terms of the principal extensions, viz. :—

W=2—-———:;C(el+ez+63)2—*20(6162+6263+6361). e (8)

The above assumptions yield sufficient data for the calculation of the stress system
in any configuration of equilibrium, even when the strains are not small. Assuming
that the calculation has been effected, we have to show how conditions for the
stability of the system may bhe obtained.

We must distinguish three configurations: the unstrained configuration, in which
the co-ordinates of any point are given by z, y, z; the configuration of equilibrium
under the stress-system, the stability of which we are investigating ; and a configu-

* This assumption is open to the objection that it would render possible the compression of a material
to zero volume by means of a finite stress. It will not, however, introduce any serious error, and has the
advantage, which more probable assumptions do not possess, of leading to a definite energy-function.
The definitions of stress and strain given above are generally employed in the construction of ¢ stress-
strain diagrams” from a tension test, the extensions of the specimen being taken as abscisse, and the
total loads as ordinates of the plotted curve.

T Lovg, op. cit., § 68.

VOL. CCXIIL.—A. 2 ¢
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194 MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY.

vation of slight distortion from the equilibrium position, which can be maintained
without the introduction of additional stress at the boundaries, if' the equilibrium of
the second configuration is neutral. We shall consider first a stress-system which is
such that the principal stresses in the second configuration have the same magnitudes
and directions throughout the body ;* and we shall take these directions as axes of
x, y and z.  We may then define the second and third configurations by saying that
in them the co-ordinates of the point (x, y, z) become

x(1+e), y(L+e), - z(l+e),

x(14e) +20, y (1+e,) +/, z(14¢;) + ',

and

respectively. We shall not limit the values of e, e, ¢, although in practical cases
they must be small: o/, ¢/, w are infinitesimal. In the second configuration the axes
Oz, Oy, Oz are directions of principal stress, and the stresses are

20 : )
Xz2513[(77’1/*1)@14”@2'}'33]:“'7&0" oo (2) bus

In the third configuration we shall find that lines which in the first configuration
were slightly inclined to Oz, Oy, Oz become directions of principal stress and strain.
The final extension of a line which originally had direction-cosines I, m, n is

2
¢ = —1+ /\/[{l(1+cl+av> +7b@—+n§y—}
ox oy 0z

5 ) U ey 5]
{l +m<]+c‘3+ o o ll o T P +n(l+c£;+ o oo (4)

It may be shown that ¢’ has a stationary value when

=1, A
ou’ o’
(1+e) 7+ (L+e) =—
m ?7&1"‘ ayg T 2am)
1 (1+e)" — (1 +e,) U €} |
an
)2 41 e 2
_ B 1 az :5
T T e = (1t ay

to terms of the first order in /, v/, w'.1

* In some cases, such as GREENHILL’S problem of the stability of a heavy vertical rod (p. 188, footnote),
it is necessary to allow for variation in one or more of the principal stresses ; the necessary alterations are
easily made, and as they are not required for the examples of this paper their consideration would involve
unnecessary complexity.

[t Added May 1.—The approximation of these expressions is insufficient if any two of the principal
strains (ey, ¢, ¢3) in the second configuration are equal ; in this case additional terms must be retained in
the denominators. The equilibrium under hydrostatic stress (¢ = e; = ¢;) is necessarily and obviously
stable. |
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Thus the line initially given by the direction-cosines
1, my, n,

becomes a direction of principal stress in the final configuration. Its direction-cosines
(referred to Ox, Oy, and Oz) are then

504 0
] (819)0 +m, (1+e,) (;v +m, (1-+e,)
? L-+e ’ 1+e ’
or
/ . /
(1_+e)%’/ (1 {‘(’l)a:— (14—@)%’“‘ +(1+el)—a§”§
L, (e P—(raf ~ (def=(idef - - - - (©

which we shall write as 1, m/,, #/;; and its final extension, to terms of the first order

in o, o, W, is

ou’
(,’//1 = €,-+ —é—x‘ . . . . . . . . . . | . (7)

In the same way we find that the other directions of principal strain in the final
configuration are given by the direction-cosines

o’ ou' o’ ow'
(L+e) = oy +(1+e, 5&, . (1+</)—a——+(1+ €y) — %
1 (L+e,)’—(1+e) : (L4e)—(1+e,) @)
an ...
ow' ou’ ow' o’
(14¢) = e +(1+e )a— (1+62)—a—?—/—+(1+c3)5; )
(1+e)f—(1+e) (L+e)?—(1+e,)? ’

P4

(which we may write as —w/}, 1, #/y, and —n/;, —#/,, 1), and that the final extensions
in these directions are

Q
RS
Il
N
+
| QO
B
—

and

(9)

The stresses in these directions, which we shall call the directions of 2/, ¢/, and 2/,
referred to the original areas of the faces on which they act,* are therefore

oX, ou  oX, ov  oX, ow

, PRSI N __.____... —
X = de, ow = e, Oy Oe, oz’
. 20 ou' o | ow
=X+ 2% () L ke L (10)

* (f. the assamption of p. 193.
202
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Referred to the new areas of the faces on which they act, they are

P CIE J (A S /R
T(Le) (1+eh) (e (T+eh) (L) (T+¢)

and to the required degree of approximation we may write

X/

,:w_Lm{l_ Lo 1 aLU/]
C (T4e) (T+e) | 14e, oy l4e, 02

2C
m—2 o ov  ow
_{_m{(m—l)a +—8—y—+ E—Z“:l, &e. . . . (11)

Then if #, y, z denote the co-ordinates in the final configuration, referred to the
original axes, of the point which was originally at («, y, 2), so that

= x(l+e)+, ..., &e.,

we may find the stress components in the third configuration, referred to the original
axes, and to the strawned areas of the faces wpon which they act, by the scheme of
transformation

x o o
o 1 —m/y | —n/,
Y m/, 1 -7/,

z 7/, 7y 1

The following expressions are thus obtained (to the required order of approxima-
tion) :—

X.=X., T,=V

7
) ZZ = Z FZ)
X ' (Xt N7
X, =m/ (X, =Y,),

. (1+e1)X (1+e)Y,
= m/, { (Tre) (7o) (Lre) s &e oo L (12)

Now the stress—components (12) must satisfy the ordinary equations of equilibrium,
which are three of the type
8X- oX;  oXs

24 —==0, . . . . . . . . . (13
890 oy 0z (13)
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and since the co-ordinates of the point which ultimately goes to (x+dx, y, z) were
originally

' ;o
— (22 o ow ox
P R A
ou'’ T (Lte) (1+e)’ (1+e) (L+e)’
we have
9 - 1 9 % 0 d® 3 g
dw ' e (1+e) (1+e)dy (1+e)(1+e)oz” "7
].+@1+%

It follows that (18) may be written (to our approximation) as follows :—

1 I:_X{ 1 0% 4 1 8%’}
+e) (L+e) (1+e +e,0xdy 1+e,0z0x
(T4e) (L+e,) (1+ey) *14e,0x0 02 0
2C { o | oW 0w/ }
2 J(m—1) 22 4 S 2
+m~—2 (m—1) ox? + ox 8y+ 0z ox

N (L+e) X,—(1+e)Y, om/, N (L4e) X, —(14e;) Z, Q”i,l] —0. . . (14)
1+e, oy 1+e, 0z
Substituting for m/,, n/;, we have finally
—10% o/ o/ m o' 0%\
2 m—2 o Y Yo Y2 <8w 8y+ 0z aw,)
2,,! 2.,/ r 2,,/ 2.\
+ Xx+3+e <%%_8§c% >+ Xz+ezike <%_;—_8?zg)w) =0,. . (19)
4:C<1+——12 2> Y Y 4O<1+—‘—2——3>

and two similar equations. In any ordinary problem we may neglect e, %—’-‘ in
comparison with % e

The equations thus obtained may also be written (with LAMES notation for the
elastic constants) as follows :—

X,+Y, aw’z_'_ X, +Z, o=, _

oA’
Au) =— +uVi/ — = =0,..,&c, . (16
( ) ox 2<1+61;~62> oy 2<1+el+e3> oz (16)

2
where
o o
—8x+8y+8z’
62 82 82
2 - Y v =,
Vi=Ese ot o
’——.?_Q_li_a_vt ’_le__a_u}_, I__a_/l_)_’ ou’
2 *T dy oz = T oz 2 ‘_aw—‘@’
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and in this form they may be conveniently compared with the ordinary equations of
elasticity.*

The three equations of the type (15) we shall term Kquations of Neutral Equilibrium.
The equilibrium of the stress-system X,, Y, Z, will be neutral, provided that solutions
for 4/, o/, w' exist which satisfy certain boundary conditions. These boundary
conditions are peculiar to each problem, but usually express the condition that the
additional stresses involved by «/, ¢/, " shall vanish on certain boundary surfaces.
They never determine the magnitude of ', v/, ', so that our solution gives the form
only of the distortion which tends to occur in the body under consideration when its
equilibrium becomes unstable. It gives a definite relation between the stress-system
X, ... and the dimensions of the body, which must be satisfied in order that any
distortion may be permanent; but if this relation be satisfied, no limits are imposed
by the equations upon the magnitude of the distortion which may occur.t

Fxample in Rectangular Co-ordinates.  Stability of Thin Plating under
Ldge Thrust.

It seems advisable, before we employ a new method on problems which have not as
yet received satisfactory treatment, in some degree to test its validity by the result
to which it leads in a more familiar example. TFor this purpose we may consider the
stability of an infinite strip of flat plating under edge thrusts in its plane. The
accepted formula] for the thrust necessary to produce instability, per unit length of
edge, is ‘

B=3 " Rl (17)

S mi—1 1’
where
2t = thickness of plate,

[ = breadth of plate,

and the opposite edges are simply supported. If the edges are built in, the thrust
required has four times this value.

To investigate this problem by the new method we take axes Oz and Oz in the
middle surface of the plate, in the direction of its breadth and length respectively, and
Oy perpendicular to the middle surface. The initial stress-system is then given by

X, = const. = G (say),
Y, =%42,=0;

(18)

* LovVE, op. cit., § 91, equation (19).

+ The equations are, however, rigorous only in the case of infinifesimal displacements; ¢f. footnote,
p. 240.

t Cf. LoV, ap. cit., § 337 (a), whence the above expression may be obtained.
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and we may assume that the system of strain which is introduced at collapse will be
two-dimensional, so that '
ou o

w
== 0, ?::oonst. e e (19)

The third equation of neutral stability (for the direction Oz) is then satisfied

. 2
identically, and the other two equations become <if we neglect terms of order gu’ >

CZ
ymot PP W GD (o )
m—2 ox? oy m—2 oxody 4Coy\ox oy "
and e (20)
82'0’_'_277&——1.@*’_}_ m_ & _Qr__a__<§y:_§g>=0 [ v
o m—2 oy* m—2 oxdy 4Cox\dy Ox .

Let us assume a solution of the form

W =2[U, sin a(z+,)]
, (21)
v =3[V, cos a(w+z)]

where U, and V, are functions of y only. It is easy to show that this assumption as
to the phase-relation of « and v’ is justified. We have then

_2m——1a2Ua+<1+~G_‘_r_>012Ua_< m G> dVazo,]

m—2 4C) dy " \m—2 " 4C)* dy
and ik .o (22)
A m—1 d?V, <m __g> au,
<1+4C>avu+2m—2' dy? R v 4C/”* dy O'J
The solution of these equations is of the form
U, = (Py+Q) sinh ay+(Ry+8) cosh ay, 3
3m—4 G
3 Al
V.= —< Ry+8—| =2 _4C NP L ooy
m G e
m—2  4C coeoe (23)
3m——4+_G_~_ ‘[
m—2 40 | R
—< Py+Q— — j - Jz cosh ay,
m—2 40

where P, Q, R, S are constants.

The boundary conditions now demand attention. It is clear that the stresses
introduced by ', v, @' must vanish at the surfaces of the plate. Hence these
surfaces will still be planes of principal stress, and, moreover, the normal stress upon


http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/

N

a
-

I ¥
L A

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

A

%

S

THE ROYAL A
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

200 MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY.

them must vanish. But, as we have already seen, the line which becomes a direction
Oy’ of principal stress has initially the direction-cosines
— My, 1: Tyt

it follows that at the surfaces of the plate the expression for ml‘ and 7, must vanish
identically ; moreover, at these surfaces, Y, must vanish. These conditions may be
written in the form

ov’ ow'
(1 +62) 'é‘; -+ (1 +63)a—y = O,
~No ! /
(1+e,) %+ (1+4e,) %% = 0, ; identically, when y = +¢. . . (24)
o ow  ou |
(772;—1)-55 +‘a—z—+6—:£ = 0,

/

The first condition 1s already satisfied. The other two give (if we neglect terms of

GZ
order D u ...

U, /.
(1+ey) ddy"'——(l +e,)aV, =0,
and wheny = +¢ . . . . . (25)
dv, _
(m—l) “@ +alU, = 0, J
or
1— 2m—1 G
m—1 g> _ (m+1)(m—2)"2C | .
P <1~|—m——————+1-40 oy cosh ay m G sinh oy
m—2 4C
m—1 G
+Q<1+m-16>a008hay
1— 2m—1 G
m—1 G . _ (m+1)(m—2) 2C
+R <1+m——~+1.40)aysmh oy G cosh ay
m—2 4C
m—1 G> .
e hay = Ce e e
+S<1+m+1 10 @ sinhiay 0, (26)
and B
1+
P| (m—2) ay sinh ay—2 (m—1) o e coshay |+Q (m—2) a sinh ay
- m—2 4C -
— 1+% —
+R | (m—2) ay cosh ay—2 (m—1) — Grsinhocy +8S (m—2) a cosh ay = 0
L m—2 4C ]
when
y=+t . . . . . . . . . . .2
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Thus we obtain

oo g2met G ]
uS = P (m+1)(m—2) 20 —at coth at

S (o Gy ymel G ’

L \m—2 40) ( m+1 40) -

- 2Zm—1 G | ]

m-+1)(m—2) 20
a = R ( - ( 6l \j> > mll G —at tanh at |,
- —_———— I. i e Ty
L \m—2 40 < g m+1 4()) -

. .. (28)

_ o _
, 1+ -5
aS =P 2 Z;——; p” 460 —at tanh at |,
_ : g
| m—2 4C
—— \1 ——
NARTR S
>, m—1 40 _
aQ =R1| 2 ——\ a | coth at
- Vi x
- m—2  4C |

There are two solutions of the equations (28). Either

B 2m—1 G 14 G
(m+1)(m—2) 20 e om—1 40
e e
m—2  4C/\" m+1 40, m—2 40
and P=S=0, . . . . . . . . .. (20
or
— __.5_327_21__1 - .QL . 1+ .g_
(m+1)(m—2) 20 aS o m—1 - 40
<._._m o §.> <1 Lm=1 _G_,) oot P m—=2\ m G b LAt oy
m—2 40 "mA1 40 m—2 40
and Q=R=0. . . . . . . . . . .. (30
The criterion for neutral stability is in the first case
=l G
T om(m+1) C
at (coth at—tanh at) = Zm (TJF ) Gl
" om (m+1) C
and in the second case ‘
, gl G
B 1) C
at (tanh at—coth at) = , 2m </T/+ ) a b

1+ —F-
2m (m+1) C
VOL. CCXIIL—A., 2D
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so that the values of (i, for which collapse by instability may be expected to occur,
arve given by

G 1 —2at cosech 2at '
- L= . ... (3
2m (m+1)C  2m*—1—2at cosech 2at
and
G 1 +2at cosech 2t :
- = _— . (32)
2m (m+1)C  2m*—1+ 2at cosech 2ut
respectively, the total thrust, per unit length of edge, being
B=-2G. . . . . . . . . . . (33
The first approximations to a solution, in terms of ¢, are
; :
G=—g. O e (34)
m—1
and
G=—2"Yla__w. . . . .. . . . (35)

m

respectively. Since the complete wave-length of the corrugations into which the
plate distorts is

A==, . . . . . . . . . . . (36)
[22

we see that (34) is equivalent to (17), and that the latter formula is therefore
supported by our investigation as « first approvimation. The second solution (35) is
without practical interest, owing to the magnitude of the thrust required to produce
collapse. It refers to a type of distortion, theoretically possible for an ideal material
without limits of elasticity, which iz approximately realized in actual specimens of
ductile material, when tested to failure under compressive stress. Since Q = R = 0,
we see from (23) that in this type the middle surfuce remains plane. In the first
type of failure, where P = S = 0, we find that U, = 0 when y = 0, so that the middle
sunface windergoes no change of extension in the distortion given by a, o/, ' *

Equations or Nrurrarn EQuirnisriuM 1N CyYLINDRICAT, CO-ORDINATES.
Derwation of the Equations.

The equations (15) of neutral equilibrium are expressed in a form which is
unsuitable for the investigation of problems concerned with the stability of thin
tubes, and we have next to obtain the corresponding equations in cylindrical

* Besides the harmonic solutions to (20) we may have

= gz, v = hy, w = kz;

but g, #, and k vanish in virtue of the boundary conditions.
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co-ordinates. We shall limit our discussion to stress-systems which produce a
displacement symmetrical about an axis, up to the instant at which the equilibrium
becomes unstable and distortion occurs: in PEARSON’S notation, the principal stresses

in the equilibrium configuration are 77 5(.)\, and z?, and these quantities are functions
of » only.

The new equations are derived by a method very similar to that which has already
been explained. The co-ordinates of a point in the unstrained configuration are

r, 0, z;
in the second configuration (of equilibrium) they are
r+u, 0, z+w,

and in the third configuration (of slight distortion from the position of equilibrium)
they are

v

,  Ztw+,
r+u

r4u+u, 0+

(the radial, tangential, and axial displacements «’, ¢/, ' being ultimately taken as
infinitesimal).
The extension of a line-element joining the point (r, 6, ) to the point (»+dr, 8436,

z+3dz) is
i 1 [ ou . ou 1ou o ou' PP
e[ 2 (1)
¢ + 14+m?+n? o or + or + 00 7, tn 0z _

sy a VA
+[‘2” (1+ +2 +1a—”—> +n2-b—]
ar

00
+ I:aw’ L m o aw <1 4w ow + Q_lg’)?] (37)
o 00 dz Oz J} S
where
m = %0 and 7 = o .
o’ o’

and this has a stationary value for a line very slightly inclined to the radius, given
by

1 0w’ ‘lv'> o'
R
! (1+e) —(1+e,) ’ ' (38)
(1+e)°“ +(1+<4) o'
= (1+€)’——(1+(,3) ’

where ¢, ¢,, ¢, are written for oufor, u/r, and dw/foz respectively.
2D 2
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The extension of this line-element in the third configuration is

o’ |
Gll = & + —3_7— ) ‘ . . . . . . . . . (89)

and its inclination to lines issuing from the point (in its final position) in the radial,
tangential, and axial directions is given by the direction cosines

1, w, o/,

where
. 1o @ > o’ e
[ey)l = — =)+ (1l+e) -
o ( H’“)<1- 0 7 (e 7
| ! (T4e)* — (L 4ey) L+e, (10)
and :
. o’ N
W/ B (J. -+ (33) *a_z" {' (1 -+ (/]) o
/| =

(T4e)? = (L +ey)

We find also that the other directions of principal stress in the final configuration
are nitially inclined to radial, tangential, and axial lines through (7, 0, z) at angles
whose direction cosines are

-y, 1, 1,
and
e

and that in the third configuration they have corresponding inclinations to radial,
tangential, and axial lines through (r, 0, z)—in its final position—which are given by

—m/y, 1, 7,

a,nd
=i, =y 1
where
o'
(l -+ (’:z) (:;;: + (l k
a R (A (R (41)
an | | | | | |
By o
(1re) 2 (e 1%2;
Wy = oV ( h

(1 + (3;)2 :( i ~}'—7;3;)277

The extensions of the corresponding line-elements in the final configuration are

respectively / /
oy = e L2
T 2007 |
and , P (49)
@/3 = eyt (j»j((“a jl
0z :
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so that the principal stresses in the third configuration, referred to the final areas of

the faces on which they act, are

~ w 1o dw " )
ﬁ/: rr _r rdd 0z
(1+@2)(1+€:=) _ 1+e, 1+e,
20
m—2 o w1 8w’}
LA B —1)y&E 2 Sl
+(1+e2)(1+03) [(m ) o : 7 * » 00 + 0z
—~ - .81_0/ alw/ N
@’: 66 [ 0z _ _or
(L4e) (T4e) ™ 1+4e, 1+4e
o0 L (48)
m—2 s 1av> o'’ E)u]
+(1+63)(1+(/1 [ )Q 8z + or |’
~ w w1
P 2z o orror 00
S (Lre)(T4e) T 1+e L+e, _
20C
m—2 ow o w1 8/0’]
b2 (p—1) 2 B 20T
I-(1+€1) (1+e,) [(m ) PR

Then by the scheme of transformation

/r/ i 9/ ‘l z/
- | / /
7 1 —my | —n,
i
0 m/, o1 —n/y
z n'y 7/, 1
|

we find for the stress components in the third configuration, at the point which was

initially at (r, 6, z),
through the final position of the point,
they act—the expressions

—referred to axes in the radial, tangential, and axial directions

and to the final areas of the faces upon which

)

/
Z?

[N

=, 00 =00, 2
0 = 0r = m/, (1" 09')~

required approximation

’ N o~
LG [(L-+e)rr—(1+e,) 00] (to the

(L+ep) (1+es) (L+e)

) &C . L (44)


http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/

VA\
N
. 0

/

e

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

L\

3

\

/,//' \

y i
///

A

a

5

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

206 MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY.

The equations of equilibrium, to be satisfied by the stress components (44), are*

87'7" 1 87‘9 afi- ﬁ—b/:é
=t == e ——— =0
o ro8 oz P ’
87"0 1809 804—1—27;—0:0«, C (45)
87' r o0 oz P
Q;ZI 1 06z dﬂz_z + 2,
o rod  dzowr
where
o= rtut+
0= 04 ’
"+
and
z = z+w+w.
Moreover, since
o 14e ¥ ow’
o _ 1 o _or l4e v 10 or 0
or 1+e]+%@~/ or  (14e)(14e) 700 (14ey)(1+e) 0z
o1
1 Low
Vo Ty o 1p__ran D
r 00 (14+e)(1+e) or Lo 700 (L+4e)(l+4e,) oz
1 + )+ + arve
7 0
and
o v’
0 _ 0z J 0z li+ 1 _(?_
oz (L4e)(14e) e (L+e)(1+e) 106 ow' oz

1+(7/3+ ~

cZ

the equations (45) may be expressed in differentials with respect to #, 6, z. The
terms which do not involve #/, v/, 1/ vanish in virtue of the equilibrium conditions
for the second configuration, and only terms of the first order in these quantities
need be retained.

In general, e;, ¢, ¢, may all be functions of #», but in this paper we shall only

consider problems in which ¢; and 2z have constant values. Moreover, in all problems

~~
2
g
!

. . g (i . . .
of practical importance we may neglect terms of order — «'... in comparison with
w4

* Love, op. cit, §59 (i).
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~~

terms of order "= u/.... We then obtain, as the equations of neutral equilibrium in

C

eylindrical co-ordinates,

—

m—1/% 1o o\ 1 0% &% 3m—4 1 00 m (1 0% o'
2 Wl "T"“;) = A T T o B = >
m+—2<87'2 + ror +7'“ 06° + 0722 m—2 100 +m—2 07 00 + 0z or
Z_/';;',"_'LQG,> 10 ( Low o' o/ (7/7'\+zz> 0 <au 820’> _
+< 4C /r00\r 00  or o'>+ - 4C J oz or =0, . . . . (46)
m_ 10 3m—4 1 o 82 "L 1ov 1,_~’+2m—1 La_zv_’_*_ai)_’_‘_ m_ 1%/
m-—-2" 7 87" 80 m—2 1290 ror 12 m—2 1200 07  m—2 7000z
60+zz> 0 <8v 1 8w> 0 [ -+ 00 (80’ 2’__1@3’)] _
+< 40 ) oz 7 00, ta or ( 4C ,> o7 +,}, r o0/ 0, . . . (47)
and '
m /% 1ow 1 &% > ' low 1w ,m—1 &
m— 2(9/ or + » 0z +7 00 0z ot or + " 06° + m—2" 07
P0+22\1 0 /1ow &\ 120 [ <9"7'+A <ow au’ﬂ '
- =7 —— ) =0.. . . .
+< 4C >7 89(7 o 82,>+0'87' ! 4C > or oz (48)

Equations (46-48) represent the conditions for neutral stability in the equilibrium

of a body subjected to a stress-system 71, 06, zz, where 2z is constant, and 7 and 90
are functions of » only, which satisfy the condition of equilibrium

At N 1))

For comparison with the ordinary equations ot equilibrium in cylindrical
co-ordinates they may be written (with LAME's notation for the elastic constants) in
the forms™

Al 120 7+ 06" ,\l 8[< »r+2z ,J
aa 1 9/ 912 —
(A+20) 2 oaeuz T3 }“‘ S AR ) =
1 BA' (¢} L( 96+ZZ /] 8 [/ 7//';'-1',\9\ /}
< o= | — 2 =
02 200 = 5| (20 555 ) @ |+ | (2o =) @ =00 L ()
and _
A 1.,/ ﬁ+2z] Lg[’ 80+ ,]_
(>\+2,u) 82_9'87'[7&;9(\2#4— 9 )_+7"80 <2,u+ B >mr = 0,
where
18y, 120 0
A ~9"87'(7 >+7'86 oz’

* Cf. LoV, op. cit., § 199.
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and
1w , o ow , 1{8 o)
w5 =~ — 2wy = - 9w, = == () — ==,
TR0 o T = T o T = 87'(”)) 20 |
so that
10 , 10w’y  ow
= () = R T
89‘(;m') " r 00 0%

Fxamples in Cylindrical Co-ordinates.  Stability of Boiler Flues and
" Tubular Struts.

The Equations of Neutral Equilibrium in Cylindrical Co-ordinates enable us to deal
successfully with some difficult problems connected with the stability of cylindrical
tubes. Two examples of considerable importance will be discussed in this paper—the
collapse of boiler flues and the strength of tubular struts. It should be noticed that
neither of these problems has been quite satisfactorily treated by the ordinary theory

Fig. 2.

of thin shells, which requires the assumptions that the middle surface of the shell is
unextended, and the inner and outer surfaces free from applied tractions™; hence their
solution is a problem of considerable interest, even apart from practical considerations,
and has attracted a great deal of attention. It will be convenient at this point to
review the work which has already been done.

The question of the stability of tubular struts is important, owing to the frequency
of their employment in practice. In economy of material the cylindrical tube
possesses an advantage over struts of solid cross-section, and both the theory of

* (f. A. B. Bassur, ¢ Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc.,” A, CLXXXI., p. 437 ; and RavrrieH, ‘London Math.
Soc. Proc.,” vol. XX., p. 379.
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Eurer* and LacraNGET and the more practical formula of RANKINE suggest that
this advantage increases without limit as the thickness of the tube is reduced. Such
a conclusion is, however, inaccurate, for types of distortion are possible in the case of
a tube which do not involve flexure of the axis, and when the tube is thin these
types, of which some practical examples are shown in fig. 2, may be maintained by a
smaller thrust than would be required to produce failure of the kind discussed by
Evurer. Moreover, the natural wave-length, for these symmetrical types of distortion,
is in general small, so that distortion can occur without hindrance in quite short
tubes. Hence, for a considerable range of length the strength of a tube to resist
end-thrust is practically constant, and is not given by any of the usual formulee for
struts.

The determination of the strength of tubes to resist these symmetrical types of
distortion is obviously a problem of the highest practical importance, and has
attracted a great deal of attention in recent years. Illustrations of collapsed tubes,
showing symmetrical types of distortion, have been published by A. Marrock ] and
R. Lorenz,§ and a great deal of experimental work has been carried out by
W. E. Litny.| Theoretical discussions, by approximate methods, have been proposed
by A. Gros,T W. E. Lirny,** 8. TimoscaeNkott and R. Lorenz.1f

The problem of the boiler flue seems first to have been suggested by the experi-
ments commenced by FATRBATRN in 1858.§§ These showed that the collapse of tubes
under external pressure was in some degree analogous to that of straight columns
under end-thrust, and a discussion of the phenomenon, based on EULER’S theory of
struts, was given by W. C. Uxwiy,||| who assisted FAIRBAIRN in his research. The
similar problem of a circular wire ring subjected to radial pressure has been
discussed by M. BrussefTT and M. Livy,*** and rational theories of the boiler-
flue problem have been given by G. H. Bryan,tt A. Forrr,l{] P. FororEEIMERSSS

* «Sur la force des colonnes,” ¢ Hist. Acad. Berlin,” XIIL (1757), p. 252.

T *Sur la figure des colonnes,” ¢ Miscellanea Taurinensia,” V. (1773).

I ¢Roy. Soc. Proc.,” A, LXXXI. (1908), p. 389.

§ ¢ Physikalische Zeitschrift,” XII. (1911), p. 241.

|| ¢ Proc. Inst. Mech. Eng.,’ 1905 ; ¢Inst. Civ. Eng. Ireland,” 1906 ; ¢ Engineering,” January 10, 1908.

9 < Comptes Rendus,” CXXXIV. (1902), p. 1041.

*% ¢Inst. Civ. Eng. Ireland,” 1906.

Tt ¢ Zeitschrift f. Mathematik u. Physik,” LVIIL (1910), p. 337.

11 ¢ Zeitschrift des Vereines Deutscher Ingenieure,” October 24, 1908 ; ¢ Physikalische Zeitschrift,” XII.
(1911), p. 241. ’

§§ ¢ Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc.,” CXLVIIL, p. 389.

(l ¢Proc. Inst. C.E.,” XLVL (1875), p. 225.

99 < Cours de Mécanique Appliquée,” 1. Partie, Paris, 1859.

*%% < L1ouviLLE's Journal,’ X. (1884), p. 5.

111 ¢Proc. Camb. Phil. Soc.,” VI. (1888), p. 287.

111 ¢ Résistance des Matériaux’ (1901), p. 286.

§8§ ¢ Zeitschrift des Oesterreichischen Ingenieur- und Architekten-Vereines,” 1904.

VOL. CCXIII,—A. 2 E
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and R. Lorenz.* W. E. Linry{ has indicated the correct form of the result for
an infinitely long flue, and A. E. H. Love}] has discussed the strengthening effects of
constraints which keep the tube circular at its ends. '

A. B. Bassuer§ has given a very clear exposition of the difficulties which ave
encountered in an attempt to construct a theory of flue collapse by usual methods.
To obtain sufficient equations we must assume that the middle surface undergoes no
extension ; and the existence of pressure on one or both surfaces of the tube not only
makes this assumption very improbable, but violates an essential condition upon
which the theory of thin shells is based. When one surface only is subjected to
pressure, there is reason to believe that Bryan’s solution is substantially correct ;
but no treatment can be looked upon as rigorous which neglects the cross-stresses in
the material.

The experimental researches of A. P. CarmaN| and R. T. StewartY have revived
interest in this problem, since they offer the first information which has been obtained
as to the behaviour under practical conditions of tubes which in circularity, uniformity
of thickness and homogeneity are fair approximations to the ideal tube of theoretical
analysis.**

We commence our discussion by considering the stability of a thin cylindrical tube,
subjected to the combined action of end and surface pressures. We shall thus be
able to derive the required solutions for the thin tubular strut, and for a boiler flue
without end-thrust, as particular cases, and from tlie general solution we may obtain
indications of the way in which end-thrust tends to promote the collapse of a
boiler flue.

In the most general form of the boiler-flue problem, as enunciated by Bassur,{+
pressures are acting on both surfaces of the tube, and we shall therefore investigate
conditions for neutral stability in a tube subjected to the following system of
stresses :— '

(1.) An end-thrust of total amount &, uniformly distributed ;
(1.) An external hydrostatic pressure, of intensity 33, ; and
(iii.) An internal hydrostatic pressure, of intensity 39,.

* ¢ Physikalische Zeitschrift,” XII. (1911), p. 241.

t “Inst. Civ. Eng. Ireland,” 1910.

1 ¢ Proc. Lond. Math. Soc.,” XXIV. (1893), p. 208.

§ ¢Phil. Mag.,” XXXIV. (1892), p. 221.

| “Resistance of Tubes to Collapse,” ¢ Bulletin of the Univ. of Illinois,” No. 17, 1906.

T «Collapsing Pressures of Bessemer Steel Lap-Welded Tubes,” ¢ Trans. American Soc. Mech. Eng.,’
1906, p. 730.

**% The experiments of FAIRBAIRN were restricted to tubes which were constructed from sheet metal,
with brazed and riveted seams.

t1 Loc. cit., p. 223.
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We shall consider a tube of indefinite length, of which the inner and outer radii are

a+t (so that the thickness is 2¢),
and we shall write

+ for the ratio é—-

The corresponding stress-system, for the position of equilibrium, is easily obtained.*
We have

= = [, (== S -3 (1= | ]
5@ = = ;11; [191 (1 +T)2—3‘32 (1 _'7')2"' %‘z (’191—192) (]-—7'2){]’ s (51)
and
oo 3
4rat

It can also be shown that e, is constant, and equations (46-48) may therefore be
taken to express the conditions of neutral equilibrium. The degree of approximation
to which these equations have been obtained (p. 206) will be maintained for the rest

~

. ]
of this paper, i.e., terms of order %—2 w'... will be neglected. They may also be written
as follows :—
mod (O 1) (1 AL Ay ) Bl
2m—2<8r2+¢8¢ )T 11_2 : 507 L b 7“2) 4) 07
+<__m__é_ Lo _<3m—4+é>18’_v’
. \m—2 2/rordd \m—2 2/ 00
m A ca®\ Bl o
—— 1+ —=)+— =0, . . . . . . . . . . (52
+{m—2 4<1+ ¢2>+4}8z8¢ 0 (52)
/ﬂ__é> 1 o <3’m~4 N A>LQ?!_'
(m—?, 2/)rordd \m—2 2/ 00
A\ /oW 100 v’> m—1 1 0%
+<1+2><87'2+7"8fr 7 +2m—2.7~2892

and

n A (o) BLO [ Ay o), B0

{m——Z 4(\1+ 72 +4 ozor | m—2 4 1 2 +4 r 0z
n Aoy BULOY (A o) B 2w

+1m—2 4 1 7‘2>+ 7“8082+ 1+4 1+7“2 4] or?

A ca?\ Bl 1ow A oo’ _E}lazw’ m—1 0w _
+{1+—<1——2~>—Z};——+{1+—<1— ,r2> RERT: +2m_2. = =0, (54)

* LoveE, ¢ Mathematical Theory of Elasticity * (2nd edition), § 100.
2 E 2
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where
A= = M (L=,
szj_t@’ ‘ N (1)
and
- = — (391—192)(1—72)2 .
iﬁl(1+7)2—ﬂﬂz(1——7)2

We may assume a solution for equations (52-54) of the form*

uw =2 U, sink(0+06,) sin —g(z—kzq)

V=2 Vk,qcos7c(0+9,,)sin%(z—i—zq) S, oL (50)

-
w =2| W, sink(0+6,) cos % (z+2,)

J

where k must be integral, and U, ,, V,,, W, are functions of » only, which satisfy
the differential equations

—1/dr 1d 1\ B/ A\ (. Al. ed®\ B
[2?7“_2<W+m‘;é>‘%<1+?>‘§5{”‘4‘<1+3€‘3‘>'ZHUM
“m AN1d  [3m—4 A\ 1
— [(m—2—5>7_ﬂd_o~_<m—2 +?>F:|Vk'q
: A o\ B d
_%[m22_1<1+%>+z]%wk’q=o,. oY)
J(om _AVLd fam—4 A1
]b[<m—2 2>'rol7”+<m-—2 + 2)9"2]Uk’q

é_\<_qlf_ _1__@_l__1>__ m—1 k* qz{ A< o’y B
+[<1+ 2) oloﬂz{_c“olr e 27n—2';5—a5 1+Z 1__7“?>~Z}]V"’q

(9

o 7"‘ 4 /s
A z@_‘\__]i}_‘ﬁ { é< mz@_z>_B1<1d k2>
+[{1+4<1+ "2> 4 dr2+ l+4 ! 72 L \rdr
- 2
_2%__;.372]“7,‘,,,1:0. .. (59)

It is easy to show that the phase-relations assumed in equations (56) are necessary.
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The boundary conditions now require investigation. From the consideration that
the cylindrical boundary surfaces of the tube must continue to be tangent to principal
planes of stress, in any possible type of distortion, we deduce the conditions

m; = 0
, identically, when r =a+t. . . . . . . (60)
n, =0

The other boundary conditions are more complex. Since the pressures acting on
the surfaces of the tube are hydrostatic, it is clear that the radial stress, as defined
on p. 193, 18 wncreased at points on the boundary surfaces of the tube where the
distortion involves positive extension. In the notation employed above, we have

~

7 = —13,, when 7»r = a+t,

= —-{,, when » =a—t,

and from (43) we deduce the following equations, which must be satisfied identically,*

92 ou’ 1 o0 830_’] )
w—{:2[(m )ar +Z ” +¢5§+ 5 .
( %1[ +7lgz +%@L], when r=a+¢ p.. . . (61)
) B 1o o] .
1 cletretal » 77975

Substituting from (56) in the identities (60) and (61), we finally obtain, as the
required boundary conditions in U, ,, V, ,, and W, v

kng‘l" {(1 A.G' >(§i‘ ;I;}Vk’qz 0,

A o’ Bl d
t60-4or D H g vana | oo

—1d 2 A/l k
—LEE;Uk'q-F {_é —A<1+g‘£§“>}<j}: Uk,q Vk q a ch,q> = 0;

m— /

e

and

[N

when r» = a+t.

* In obtaining these equations it should be noticed that before distortion occurs —3; and — 3, are the
values at the boundary of

~

rr
(1+eg) (1 +e¢3)’

and not of 77, if we retain the significance for 77 which was assumed on p. 193. The distinction is not
really needed for the approximation of the following work, but it may lead to confusion if neglected.
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The differential relations (57-59), with the boundary conditions (62),
theoretically sufficient for an exact solution of our problem: we shall, however,
content ourselves with approximate solutions for (39,—1,) and &, correct to terms

5. To obtain these, we assume solutions for U, ,, V, ,, W, , in series of ascending

in 7%
i)+

powers of the quantity (r—a). Thus we write
U/f,q = §0+$I >
< L > 4. R ()]

Vk,q = ’70+’?1< > g_
¢

a
5 (hY
Wiy =66 (3 + z%;>+
where » = g+ h.

We may now derive, from equations (57~59), any required number of relations
between the undetermined coefficients §&...y...&..., and the boundary conditions (62)
take the form of equations in series of ascendm powers of the small quantity -, in
which the sums of the odd and of the even powers must vanish separately. If we
neglect in these equations terms of order higher than some definite power of =, we
may obtain corresponding approximations to the values of A and B, by the elimination
of the undetermined coeflicients.

The approximate boundary conditions, correct to terms in =% are*

i

@

-

J

2 2
7Gfo+k—72—— 52—170+{1~A(a'—-7'2)} r]ﬁ'(%—-A) '7‘2172—|-(1+A)—:§—;73 =0,. . . . . . (64)
kfl-l—k fﬁ-A(o-—-—T)nl {l A(O’ Tz)f 7+ <~——%—>7‘n;+(1 l—A)——m——O .. (65)
/ > 2
q£0+q2-§2_g2+ {l“é’ﬂ‘?‘jﬂﬁ+%A72} §1_A72§2"{’ <J‘—g> %53 = O, . . . B . (66)

T ¢=0, (67)

q& 6

53+A (0 —27°) &+ { é—(iiéﬁ“ﬁ +»€§-A~r2} G—5ATE+ <1 “’]5“)

{1_~—2——A(1+o——37)}§0+{m—-1-(m—2)A—rz}§1+(2mu1)12—2-52+(m—1)§5§
—kh_—-A(1+¢—3T)}n0+ic(m~z)AT2,,l—k§n2
“9{1—’——A(1+‘7"'T)}§0 9{1 ('m 2)A} 6= q—fz—O e (68)

* In deriving these boundary conditions it is to be noticed that o is to a first approximation equa
to — 1, so that to our approximation — 72 may be written for o7
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and

(m—2) A (r—2+) &+ {m—— mZ Al +a_3-r2)} Gt {m_1— =2 A#} 4

+(3m——2)— +(m—1)%g ~(m—2) kA (¢o— 272),,—L{L— A(l-}-o- 37)}
Hm—2bA Tk g {1- P22 A (1= )
{12 A () g (1=-2) A} T G T =0, . . (69)
and these equations involve the fifteen coeflicients

fn-n&a /OREXR/IY) foft

From equations® (57-59) we may obtain nine other relations between these
coefficients, as follows :—

~{2Z:2+k2<1+%>+q?< A4B A>}50+2m ;Sﬁz _;gg

3m— A m A
+ k[m——Z + ?] 0=k [m—Q - ?] n

G=0,0 o« o ()

B~

2 [2 m"‘é + 12 <1 + —A—> +q2a§‘—] &H— [4 :%ﬁ—l— + <1 + A) +q2<1 A-B +zr-é—>:! &

m— 2 4 —2 2 4 4

m—1 m—1 Bm—4 A m—1 m A
+2m—2 52+2m—2€3—2k[m—2 +?} ”°+4m——2 b1 [m~2_—2_] 2

A m A-B A, _
—QGgfl‘Q[m_T—GZ]Q—O, Coe e e e e (71)

-3 [2m_1+k2<1+é>+qGé~] §0+2[ 2+k2<1+é>+qga%} &

—% [Gm 1 +,’c2<1+ A>+q <1+A—B+oiA—>] £2+m_1 <-i+m_1 7
m.__.

2 2 4 4 25 p—g s
3m—4 A Tm—8 A 1 [5m—4 __é]
+3k[m—2+2]% k[_m~2+2]"1+2 m—2 2 |™
- A A  A-B A -
—5k »_m”ig — —2*] n3+%<ZO'A§1—QG—2—§s—%‘QI:W% —— I] L=0, . (72)
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3m—4 m
k[m—z :lf‘) [ -2 2 Jﬁ
A -1, ' A-B A A

—[1+—+2Wm—z:§k“+q2<1+ 1 —cr———>]nu+[1+—Jm+[1+A}n2

2 4 2 2

m _A-B_AT, _
—lcq[m_z—TJraﬂfo_o, N ()

sl e L Pl

+[14-—A~+2qﬁ:~1k2—q2<1+A"B+aé—>J .

2 T2 4 4
1+ g i e (1A o |

+2[1+—‘3—]n2+[1 %]m-ﬂcq@Af kq [m Z_A;B i‘“}g_o . (74)
[ et eont leonliea- 2

T vt b eszmper( A2

—%[H%+2Wm%——:%k2+qﬁ<1+A;“B—cr%ﬂnﬁ%[H%}nﬁ%[Hé—]m

gkqugoJr%—quAg-gq[m”iz—-AZBwﬂgz:o,. AR (5
1 [mﬂzz_%ﬁ T i] htg l:m”zZ —‘éi—B 7 :ii:l &

—kq [mﬂ—%ﬂ __A_Z_Pl +G%] o

it VA= L N e

+ 1+A;‘B+a—*§cﬁ}§2=o, (76)

ey

+chr %}’— n—kq [mm2 —AZB +<r-i%—:| m

o[ B(1+AZB _goa) - m__] [od p( ATE A ol

e

- %] [ +ai¥]§3=o,. N (12
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forA—dqriatig [w—@-m—_é T4 +“7[} Ertag [mjﬁz T4 “”—I] &
Mt ttarhn =[5 =80 4 L

A—B A—B _
k[ +-4——2¢A:|§0 [ <1+ ; —%UA)—%GA_zZ 1@1

+% [ég-aA-ic? (1 + %ﬁlﬂ —c i}> —2 Z:; q2] &3 [1 + %3 —a %} G

A A

A-B

[1+T+¢}Q:—O................(78)

SOCIETY

We may now eliminate the coefficients from equations (64-78), and obtain a
determinantal equation, of fifteen rows, which gives a relation between A, B and the
dimensions of the tube. This relation is the condition for neutral equilibrium of the
initial stress-system, and is clearly correct to terms in +*; but by further consideration
of the terms involved we may show that the labour which would be required for its
complete evaluation is unnecessary, and as the fifteen-row determinant may be

OF

written down directly from the above equations it will not be given here.

Solution for Boiler Flue without End Thrust.

‘We shall begin by deriving a sufficiently approximate expression for the difference
of pressure required to produce collapse of a tube, when there is no resultant end
thrust or tension ; and in the first case we shall deal with a form of collapse possible
only in the case of tubes of infinite length. That is to say, we make B and g equal
to zero in the fifteen-row determinant, which may then be reduced to one of ten
rows.

In the latter determinant we may treat A as a quantity of order +*; for if A be
put equal to zero, and the determinant be expanded, the terms which are independent
of = vanish identically. Hence —A may be written for oA, and A7* may be
neglected.

The ten-row determinant, simplified by these and other obvious modifications, is
given on pp. 218 and 219. Expanding it from the top row, with the neglect of terms
of order higher than +*, we obtain

A

(el Lo (1) +m_’3ﬂ(ké+z)} +2(m-1)A | = 0,

m—2 \m—
whence

OF

—A=;— (1), . L (9)

VOL. CCXIII.—A. . 2 F
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o,
— 0,
O’ O) 2 O,
0 1 0 ol 0
> ] ) _6“’ )
-1, m—1, (2m—1)1~, (m—1)%, 0,
2 2
(m—2) A, m, m—1, (377%2)?6—, %
m—1 -1 m—1
s 2 —— 2 ) 0
m—2 m—2 m—2 0, ’
m—1 m—1 A m—1 m—1
— , —| 4 k2<1 ———> s 2 > 2 —,
4m——2 [ m—2+ + 2 m—2 m—2 0,
m—1 m—1 A m—1 A m—1 1
o ofenslep(n Al afemstiefA), mml 1
m—2 [ m—2+ \ + 2 2 —2+ y + 2 m—2 m—2
m—1 m A
—2 , m__ A 0, , ,
m—2 m—2 2 0 0
m—1 3m—4 A m A
2m—2’ m—2 ' 2 m—2 2 0, 0,
m—2 . m—2 2/ 2\ m—2 2 “\m—2 2/ ’
1 0, 0, _1,
0, 1, 0, 0,
1, 0, 0, 0,
0, 1, 0, 0,
m—2 _ 72 _m—2
1-—————2———-A(1+0'), m—1, 0, Bl1=—==A(1+0) |,
(m—2) A, m—”—%—;gA(lJr(r), 1, —k*(m—2) Ao,
m—1 5, A 2{ A }:l m—1 2 k2<3m—4 AN
M[zq__.ﬂn_zwc <1+ 2>+q 1+ 1 (L+o) |, 2m_2, — st 2‘),
3m—4 A m A [ A _m—1,, { A }
A —- =, 0, —|1+2 2™ pigl1pi(— J
m—2 + 2 m—2 2 2 m—2 q + 4( rr) ’
m A m A m A
. — 2 (14e), o, —k{ . ]
m—2 4 (1=0), m—2 4 (1+a) m—2 4 ( a)_
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But to a first approximation

so that we have

i
NN

OnglE(/cz__l)(g\), Ce e e e e (80)

which agrees with BRYAN’s result.*

To complete our discussion of this problem we must consider types of distortion in
which the axial wave-length is finite, and thus obtain a theoretical estimate of the
strength of short flues with fixed ends. A solution giving A correctly to terms in +*
may be derived from the complete fifteen-row determinant; but we may show that
for practical purposes the labour which this evaluation would entail is quite
unnecessary.

We find first of all that those terms in the expression for A which are independent
of = contain ¢* as a factor. Now 2AC being approximately equal to the mean hoop
stress in the tube before collapse, it 1s clear that A must in all cases of practical
importance be a very small quantity. It follows that in the expanded equation the
terms in A are of primary importance, and A? and higher powers may be neglected ;
further, since ¢ must also be small, that terms in ¢° and higher powers of ¢ may
be neglected in comparison with terms in ¢*, and that of the terms in +* those which
involve q are negligible in comparison with the terms already found.

In accordance with these principles we may derive the terms which are required to
complete our solution from a nine-row determinant, obtained by omitting terms in +*
from the general determinant. This simplified determinant is given on pp. 218
and 219. Further, we may neglect A* in the expansion, and in the coefficient of A
retain only those terms which do not involve ¢ ; we thus obtain the equation

4

_m+1 q
oA = p” k4(762——1).. e e e (81)

But, by equations (55),

— (391”‘3%2) 2)2
cA = G (l——T ),

and therefore, to the approximation of equation (81),

PTRh 2 O N A S S A
P,—-P.=4 - O]c”*(k?——l)'c& ZEI&(W—J)OL" SR (82)

* Of. footnote, p. 209.
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Combining this result with (80) we have, as our final expression for the pressure-
difference which can produce collapse of the flue,

1 o

_1 = 2 q' L (e "’_2_]
191 192 - 2E0&[764 (762""].) +§ '7’77/2—"‘ (]G ]-) 3| - . . . . (83)

In this equation ¢f/a is the ratio of the thickness to the diameter of the tube, and %
is the number of lobes in the distorted form of its cross-section. The quantity ¢ is
connected with the axial wave-length X of the distortion by the relation

g =27a. . . . . . . . . . . . (84)

"~ We may imagine a flue subjected at its ends to constraints which merely keep the
ends circular, without imposing any other restrictions upon the type of distortion.*
In this case the end conditions may be written in the form

W =0 0
when 2= N €1
v =0 l :

-

and from (56) it is clear that /, the length of the flue, is equal to wa/q.

(o]
3 b
AR\
o
2 e
~
B
é TurorETIOAL COLLAPSING PRESSURES
L) L ror Borrner Frums.
5 ° E = 3 x 107 pounds per sq. inch,
ng-, = 2°07 x 10'? dynes per sq. cm, —]
Thickness : diameter = 0 -01.
'g + Po1ssoN’s ratio, 0 *3.
\Y
)
8]
S \
38 A
2
3
g
Qs N
§3 k=2 [}
:§\
N
N
Vatues of & ;. 4 6 8 10 2

Fig. 3.

[* Added Jume 8—~Thin circular discs, inserted into the tube at its ends, but not fixed to it, would
approximately realize these conditions.]
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In practice, the end constraints will also tend to maintain the eylindrical form at
the ends of the flue, and this effect will strengthen the tube, by an amount which is
not easy to determine exactly. In any case we may say that

and we may illustrate the way in which the end effects die out by plotting the
pressure differences (9,—19,) against the quantity ¢~ To do this we must take
some definite value of the ratio ¢/a, and plot diffevent curves for the values 2, 3, ...,
&c., of k. The result is shown by fig. 3, in which the following values have been
assumed for the constants :—
E = 8x 10" pounds per sq. inch,
= 2+07 x 10" dynes per sq. cm.
m =1, t& = 10

From an inspection of the different curves we see that long tubes will always tend -
to collapse into the two-lobed form, since the curve for £ = 2 then gives the least value
for the collapsing pressure, but that at a length corresponding to the point A the
three-lobed distortion becomes natural to the tube, and for shorter lengths still, of
which the point B gives the upper limit, the four-lobed form requires least pressure
for its maintenance. Thus the true curve connecting pressure and length is the
discontinuous curve CBAE, shown in the diagram by a thickened line.

Whatever be the relation between ¢ and the length of the flue, it is clear that
instability is theoretically possible in cases where the distortion involved is not even
approximately ““ inextensional.” For if = is sufficiently small, the collapsing pressure,
as given by (83), need not involve elastic break-down in the position of equilibrium,
even though the first (or *“ extensional”) term in (83) be equal to, or even greater
than, the second. Of course, elastic break-down will occur by reason of the extension
very soon after the commencement of the distortion. Nevertheless, failure in such a
case must be regarded as due entirely to instability ; for if' this source of weakness
were removed, effective resistance could be offered for an indefinite period to pressures
which actually result in collapse.

Comparison with Experimental Results.

Although, as we have just remarked, it is theoretically possible for failure to occur
by true elastic instability in comparatively short tubes, yet the relative dimensions of
the tubes must be such as it would be quite impossible to test experimentally. In
any practical case, instability will not occur until the properties of the material have
been altered by overstrain, and the value of the pressure at collapse is therefore very
much less than the foregoing theory would suggest.
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It is, however, of interest to compare the general shape of the theoretical curve
CBAE (fig. 8) with the results of experiment, and fig. 4 has been constructed for this
purpose. It represents a number of tests conducted by the author upon seamless
steel tube (0°028 inches thick and 1 inch in external diameter), and shows the relative
amounts of resistance to external pressure offered by different lengths of tube. In
these experiments (selected for fig. 4 from a more comprehensive series which is still

. <
~§ Lo
e o
N 8 O- CoLLAPSING PRESSURES OF SEAMTLESS S
é ¥ Stren TuBEs.
N
‘\g\ (Tested by hydraulic pressure.) ————

o

§\8 44 Two lobes in distorted eross-section. ‘

'?—; oo Three ,, By Bt
? N 44 Four ,, » »
Q
W
58 :

<+
5" *
g =
e

N + +
g > +
gwg
§:

Unsupported 5 Length of 10 Tube in 15 Inches. 20
Fig. 4.

in progress) the ends of the tube were gripped by means of slightly conical plugs and
sockets, the interior being kept in free connection with the atmosphere, and no
attempt was made to balance the axial thrust due to hydrostatic pressure on the
plugged end of the tube. Other experiments have shown that the existence of this
thrust is not seriously important.

It will be seen that the general shape of the theoretmal curve is well reproduced,
as well as the changes in the number of lobes which characterize the distorted cross-
section. Similar results to those of fig. 4 have been obtained by CArRMAN,* but his
experiments were not sufficiently numerous for a satisfactory comparison with the
theoretical curve of fig. 3, his object in conducting them being merely to discover
what is the limit of length beyond which the strength of a tube may be taken as

* Cf. footnote, p. 210.
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sensibly the same for all lengths. The main interest both of CarmanN and of
STEWART* was confined to tubes in excess of this limit, experiments on which may
fairly be compared with the theoretical formula (80); their results showed that this
formula gives a satisfactory estimate of the strength of very thin brass and stecl
tubes, but must not be taken as a basis for design throughout the whole range of
dimensions employed in practice.

The experiments of FAIRBAIRN,T on the other hand, were restricted to tubes of
such relatively small length that he failed to realize the existence of a definite
minimum below which the strength of a tube, however long, will not fall. He also
neglected the possibility of discontinuities in the curve of collapsing pressure at points
where there is a change in the form of the distorted cross-section. In the light of
these facts, figs. 3 and 4 help to explain his well-known formula, by which the
collapsing pressure is given as inversely proportional to the length of the flue; for a
curve of hyperbolic form will represent as well as any other single curve the scattered
points of fig. 4, and trial shows that the hyperbola

ok - ,
- 464 . . . . . . . . . . (86)

is very closely an envelope of the discontinuous curve CBAE in fig. 8, in each case
down to the point of least collapsing pressure.

Validaty of Investigation by the Theory of Thin Shells.

One important result of our investigation, which is apparently new, is shown by
equation (83). It may be seen that collapse is practically dependent upon the pressure-
difference alone, and that the absolute values of the pressures are immaterial. In
view of this result, the objections raised by Basser against BRYAN’S treatment of the
problem] require further consideration.

These objections are: first, that the ordinary expressions for the stress-couples in a
plate or shell, in terms of the curvature of its middle surface, are not valid when the
surfaces are subject to pressure ; and secondly, that it is not legitimate to assume, as
we must 1if sufficient equations are to be obtained, that the middle surface is
unextended in a configuration of slight distortion. Hence the theory of thin shells
is not applicable to this problem.

The above difficulties may be almost entirely overcome by a change in the method
of investigation which is employed. It is customary to derive equations for the
equilibrium of the distorted shell directly, and without reference to the position of
equilibrium. Such procedure renders it necessary to make BrRYAN’S assumptions, that
the middle surface is unextended, and that the usual expressions for the stress-couples

* (f. footnote, p. 210.
T Cf. footnote, p. 209.
1 See footnote, p. 210.
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are valid. But we may also proceed, as in the foregoing discussion, by first deter-
mining the stress-system for the equilibrium position, and then deriving equations
for an infinitesimal displacement. The stress-couples which appear in these equations
will be due to the additional stresses introduced by the distortion, and since these, to
a first approximation at least, vanish at the surfaces of the tube, they will be given
with sufficient accuracy by the usual expressions. Moreover, when the distortion is
two-dimensional (as in BAssET’s problem), the change in the ““hoop ” stress-resultant
will be of an order which is negligible, so that the middle surface may be regarded as
undergoing no extension relatwely to the equilibrium position, even though its area
may be sensibly changed in comparison with the unstrained configuration.®

The method of investigation just described, which follows the actual sequence of
occurrences in the material, is suggested as in every way preferable to existing
methods, for the investigation of any problem in elastic stability. For the present
example, in particular, it leads to the same results as the more rigorous methods of
this paper.

Comparison with Fxisting Formule.

Previous discussion of the boiler-flue problem by analytical methods have, without
exception, dealt with a tube subjected to pressure on one surface only, and almost all
of them have been restricted to the case of an indefinitely long flue. Their results
have, therefore, to be compared with our equation (80), when {3, is zero. It will be
found that this equation agrees with the formula obtained by BrRyant and Basser:}

2
e . my . o .
Foppr’s formulat omits the factor —— T which measures the increased resistance to
m —

flexure of a long tube as compared with a circular ring.

The more general formula may be compared with that of Lorenz,] if 9, be put
equal to zero. It will be found that there is a serious want of agreement in regard
to both terms in the expression (83). In support of the latter result, it may be
urged that LoreNZ solution gives for the indefinitely long flue a result which does
not agree with equation (80) (and, as we have just noticed, this is supported by
previous investigations), and which vanishes, not when £ = 1, but when k& = 0. Now
the value 1, in the case of an infinitely long flue, corresponds to translation of the
tube as a whole, without distortion, and the value 0 to a change in the diameter
of the tube, without any departure from circularity. It is clear that the applied
pressures can have no tendency to maintain such a form of distortion, so that Lorenz’
formula can hardly be correct.

[* Added June 8.—The arguments of this section are more fully developed in a paper by the author
“QOn the Collapse of Tubes by External Pressure,” published in the ¢Philosophical Magazine’ for May,
1913 (pp. 687-698).]

t Cf. footnote, p. 209.

1 Cf. footnote, p. 210.

VOL. CCXIIT.—A. 2 G
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The “ Cratical Length.”

A. E. H. Love* has investigated the rate at which the strengthening effect of
circular ends falls off when the length of a boiler flue is increased. His result
suggests that at ‘a distance which 1s great compared with the quantity /at the
influence of the ends becomes negligible, and the flue collapses under sensibly the
same pressure as a tube of infinite length ; hence, in order that “ collapse rings ” may
have any appreciable effect, their distance apart must not exceed some experimentally-
determined multiple of this quantity.

The greatest length of tube over which the ends exert any appreciable strengthening
influence, or the least length for which collapse is possible under a pressure sensibly
equal to the critical pressure, has been called by Prof. Lovef the “critical length.”
It 18 a coneception of great importance in experimental work ; for, as we have seen,]
tests on any length of tube in excess of this limit may be taken to give the strength
of an infinite length of the same tube, and their results compared with the theoretical
formula (80)§: but as a basis for the spacing of “collapse rings” it is superseded by
the theory of this paper, which yields an expression for the greatest length of tube
consistent with stability, when the thickness and diameter of the flue, and also the
collapsing pressure, are given; and Prof. Love has suggested to the author that it
would be better now to employ the term critical length” in this more general
significance. As we have seen (p. 222), the length of the tube is some multiple of the
quantity afg, and we may therefore obtain from (83) the following formula :—

S Ma
Critical length = — = - , (87)
1 ) &
s e BB e

where M is a constant, depending upon the type of the collapse ring, and £ has
that integral value which gives the least value for the right-hand expression of
equation (87).

Before this subject is dismissed, it should be noticed that the theory of this paper
does not support Prof. Love’s estimate, mentioned above, of the rate of decay of end
effects. The term in equation (83) which depends upon the length of the tube may
be regarded as negligible, compared with the constant term, when the ratio

q' 1M g _tj}
k‘*(k“’——l)/{s m?—1 (F=1) a?

* ¢<Proc. Lond. Math. Soc.,” XXIV. (1893), p. 208.

1 ¢Theory of Elasticity * (2nd edition), § 337 (b).

1 Page 224.

§ In this sense the term “ eritical length ” has also been employed by CARMAN, who began his research
hy investigating the strengthening effects of the end plugs with which he sealed his tubes for test.
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has some sufficiently small value ; and% being inversely proportional to the length of

the tube, we deduce for the “ecritical length,” in the original sense of the term, an

equation of the form .
— A
IJ -—f/\/c >

where f is constant. Prof. Love, as has been said, has obtained an equation of the

L =f,\/&—t-)

which is very different ; but he has informed the author that in the light of the above
investigation (pp. 210-222) he does not regard his method as adequate.™®

form

Solutron, for Tubular Strut: Special Case.

We may obtain another simplification of the general determinant to ten rows by
taking a zero value for k. This corresponds to a type of distortion, possible in the
case of a tubular strut, in which the axis remains straight and the cross-sections
circular, the diameter varying in a sinusoidal manner.

The ten-row determinant for this case is given on pp. 228 and 229 ; the factor —¢
has been cancelled from the sixth column, and terms in A have been omitted, so as to
yield a result for tubes collapsed by end pressure alone. The expansion is only
correct to terms of order +° and for a first approximation we may also neglect the

2

square and higher powers of B, which must be small in any case of practical
importance. Investigating first the terms which are independent of =2, we obtain

+1 1
B=2@-—~.EI—2.. O :1:)

m

We may now employ the substitution

Bzzm—mﬂ.;-,'rls/#

in the determinant, and expand it from the top row, neglecting terms of higher order
than 2

A considerable amount of unnecessary labour may be avoided by a preliminary
examination of the relative importance of the various terms involved. It will be

[* ddded May 4.—An argument in favour of the new formula may be drawn from physical considera-
tions. The resistance offered by a tube to any given form of distortion is due partly to the extension
and partly to the flexure which such distortion entails ; and it is clear that the relative importance of the
extensional part increases as the thickness is reduced. Hence, other things being equal, the effects of the
ends, which necessitate extension of the middle surface, are more important in a thin than in a thick
tube ; that is to say, they are sensible over a greater length.]

2 6 2
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found that B’ contains terms in ¢* and ;j as well ag terms independent of ¢q.  Thus

the complete expression for B is of the form

B= ;2<2 mt1 +m> +7* (B+yg?),

and it is clear that B has a minimum value when the axial wave-length has a finite
value, given by

+at’

yr'gt =27

This minimum value, which alone is of practical importance, is given, to a first
approximation in terms of =, by the equation

mln_zfvzqﬂiy, S (89)

so that the determination of & and 8 is not required.
By expansion of the determinant we find

m
m—1"

y=13%
and from (55) we deduce, for the minimum thrust required to produce collapse,

2
$,111‘1_=87Et2M%.m?11.. C o (90)

This expression 18 correct to terms in %

Validity of Investigation by the Theory of Thin Shells.

A complete investigation of the tubular strut problem must deal with lobed forms
of deformation, since it is possible that one of these may require a smaller end-pressure
for its maintenance than the circular form treated above. We have, therefore, to
obtain a general expression for B (when A is zero) in terms both of % and ¢.

The derivation of this expression, if we employ the rigorous methods of the present
paper, will entail nothing less than the evaluation of the complete fifteen-row
determinant ; for the existence of a “ favourite type of distortion,” of finite axial
wave-length, which we have noticed in the particular case (k= 0), is found by
practical experiment to be equally a feature of the lobed forms of distortion, and
shows that the terms in +° are important. Now it will be shown that the value of
B, When k = 0, may be obtained, correctly to terms in ¢% by the ordinary theory
of thin shells; and as there is no reason to believe that the latter theory will lead to
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less accurate results when % has a finite value, it does not seem necessary to employ
our more rigorous method, with the very laborious calculations which it entails. We
shall therefore rely upon the approximate theory for the treatment of the tubular
strut problem in its general form. Slight modifications in method will be introduced,
as suggested above (pp. 224-225), and only the more important steps will be given
here.

Solutron by the Theory of Thin Shells . General Case.

We consider the stability of an element of the tube, originally bounded by the
planes
0, 0+, and 2z, z+0dz,
as shown below—

Perspeclive VieU( of Element.

Fig. b.

The other dimension of the element is the full thickness of the tube, denoted in
this paper by 2¢t. The radius of the middle surface is a.
The initial stress system is

P, = const. = — 2—% = [P,] (say).

In the distorted position this system produces a radial force on the element, of
amount

I%[Plj @308z,

where R is the radius of curvature of a section of the distorted element by an axial
plane (see fig. 5).

It also produces a tangential force, in the direction of  increasing, of amount
— [P, ]ay 0,

‘where Vv (éee fig. 5) = 826 (1+e,,) oz

Q=
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The above system of distorting forces must be exactly balanced by the restoring
e. Hence we obtain the following

system shown in the upper part of the figur

equations of neutral stability :—

[P, 2T, , 10T,

R Jz a 00

[P]Bem 1 0P,
a 00 + +CV/ 00

oP
oG,

1 9G,
o 00

P, laU
oz +a 00

oG, _p _10H
oz ' a 00

+ T+ == =0,

Dy _

a

3

oU,

= (
0z ’

=0,

ol

0%

O:\'(

(91)

Now R and e,, may be expressed in terms of the displacements of the middle

surface, as follows :—
1 0%/

R= o

_ow' .

oz’

(92)

and the restoring system of stress resultants may also be expressed in terms of this

system, as follows™ :—

wll
86

ad0)

s
2]
<u+ 892,> ,‘

1 821
+m 07? J’

o’

a%)

3D [ ow
P =R Bl
_9D[1(,, )
P, == [0& wt o
m—1D /o
Ui=U=170 e
_ w1
=Dt e
1 o*u
G2=D[&“ ’U/+ w)
_m—1 1(8%
1 m Dm\8687
where D is the quantity
2 My
.{m2—1 . .

* Cf. Love, ‘Mathematical Theory of Elasticity * (second edition), Chap. XXIV.

(93)

(94)

w, vy, w have the

same significance as in the earlier part of this paper, except that they now refer to the middle surface, and

are functions only of ¢ and 2.
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Eliminating T, and T, from equations (91), and substituting from (92) and (93), we
have

WG 1o, Lo )
ol 022 A’ 00  ma 0z
2l 10% 10w 2 o oW 1 0% _m—11 0% _1
| T4~ Ao T4 A AL _—'—o"-zw— Yy 5 == 3
[a‘ 06? +a4 06* t a? 00% 02 T 0zt +ma2 07* m @’ 00 0z% 0
1 o/ 1 0% —1 0% <m-l 1 >1 0%’
===t =5t—— == -V )= — > 5
7200 " am o\ am @ 90 0z (95)
10w 10 1 2% m—1120a% ’]
[t NS -0
3 [0&4 ] + at de® + a? 06 07* m o 07 ’
1 o m+11 8% m—11%0 o
- st il = ()
ma 0z + 2m a808z+ om o 06 + 07’ ’

where
V= oy e~ SO (96)

Assuming a solution of the type (56), we find, as the criterion for neutral stability,

t? 1 m—1 , 1
1 1 |:]C2 - 2] 2 2Y =,
¥+ | (B P =K -~ l+3=——=q"'— o
£2 s, m—1 m—1 , ‘m+1 >
2, 172V e, 2 3 2,1 2 v 2 (m+1
B4 5 (R4 g?-1], U s St k(\zm v,
l 2 m+1 2. 7_7%__1/02
m?> om 2m +
=0 (97)
This equation, in its expanded form, is
92 m+1 9 4] [ 2 2 21] < ____1_'>m—1 4
qf[2 Bt | 49 | 2L g gk |+ (1-5) 2
llﬁ_ P] m+1 2 P 22_ 2 ’)7’2,2-—7’)72/j-_é 2 .9 'Wb—-l 4:1
b D Luge | 2L (e gyt + T ey L
2 g 3{ 4 oo, TM+m—2 |
+2 5 [(k +q?)* - k< 2k + 7 k*q L el
2_—
+k4+3k2q2+2%q41}=0.. C e e e e (98)

Taking first the terms which are independent of ¢*, and neglecting the square of ¥

(which must be small), we find, as the first term in our solution,
m?—1 q ,
-\ = : e e e e e 99

\I, m2 (k2+q2)2+k2 ( )

VOL., CCXIII.—A. 2 H
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When % = 0, this becomes
mi—-1 1

-V = 3
m2 22

. . (100
. )
which shows that ¢ must be great, if ¥ has a value possible in practice. Similarly,
when k>0, we see that ¢ must be small, and the approximate expression in this

case 18
m?—1 q°
-\ = e e e 101
v m? k(B +1) (101)

We may now determine sufficiently approximate expressions for the terms in #*/a?,
by treating g as great when k = 0, and as small when £>1. That is to say, we
retain only the highest and the lowest powers of ¢ in the two cases.™

Thus, when £ = 0, the important terms are

and we have

m’—1 1 o 7
¥ == EZ;+:]?’9“2,
or
2 2
S=4watE[~é—2+%#q2%}. e o (102)

When % > 1, the important terms are

gzxp[v(ku ) 4s L mtl g (k2_1)]

S atm—1
mi—1 ¢
i ¢+%?kwﬁ_1Y=o,. .. . (103)
whence, to terms in t*/a?,
O
m* B (k+1) Yot lmi—-1 ¢t m—1" k+1) 1
m—1 ¢ LB —1)
= +35—

with sufficient accuracy, when ¢ is small.
This leads to the result

_ 4xatE [ 5 4 m2kﬂﬁ—1fﬁ]
ﬁ_kz(k2+1>[9+3m2_1 7 s - - (104)

(07

For practical purposes only the stationary values of $ are important. It is readily
seen that the minimum value obtained from (102) agrees with (90), and is therefore

* In every case it is legitimate for practical purposes to neglect the term in W2,
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accurate as far as terms in ¢*; we shall assume that (104) gives the same approxi-
mation, which for practical purposes is quite sufficient. We then find, for values of &
other than 0 and 1, the expression

$min. = 87Et /\/3 mi—1 (102-*-1)- e e e e e (105)

When % = 1, the axis does not remain straight after distortion of the tube has
occurred. This is the type of distortion (sometimes called “ primary flexure”) which
was discussed by EULER, and it is easy to see that his result is identical with that of
equation (104), which becomes in this case

B =2ratBg®. . . . . . . . . . (106)

The exact expression for the length of the tube, in terms of ¢, is not a matter of
great importance in the present problem, because the wave-length corresponding to a
minimum value of the collapsing pressure is in all cases small, and the strength of
any strut of ordinary dimensions will therefore be given by equations (90) or (105),
“into which the length does not enter. As in the case of the boiler-flue problem, we

8x10%,

sl |y /
y

S Iz
=

4x10

f Load " in Founds per
/
T
%
A

@0,

—
<

2x10

Irtensity

Values of 2 % 4 6 8 10 12
Fig. 6. Strength of Tubular Struts.

may illustrate the effects of length upon the collapsing thrust by plotting the
intensity of stress, or @/4rat, against ¢~*. For this purpose we must take some
definite value of the ratio t/a, and draw separate curves for different integral values
of k. The result is shown by fig. 6, in which the following values are assumed :—

4
&:316’ m = 13

E = 3x 10" pounds per sq. inch.

= 2'07 x 10" dynes per sq. cm.
2 H2
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From an inspection of these curves it is easily seen that as the axial wave-length
increases the type of distortion which involves the least value for the collapsing
thrust (and which the tube therefore tends naturally to assume) changes. For very
short lengths we shall expect the circular type (k = 0); then, as the length increases,
lobed forms of distortion, in which the value of £ becomes less as the length increases.
The limit is reached when % = 1; hence, the tendency of very long tubes is always to
collapse in the manner discussed by EULER. :

It is also to be noticed that those parts of the different curves which lie to the
right of their lowest points have no practical significance. The actual curve, which
shows the effect of length upon the value of the collapsing thrust, will approximate
to the form shown in thick lines, since the wave-length (which varies as ¢~') will
naturally not increase beyond that value which involves the least collapsing thrust.

Comparison with Existing Formule.

The formule of equations (90) and (104) may be compared with the results of other
discussions of this problem. Fquation (90) has been obtained by LoreNz* and

2
™__is omitted.t

mi—1

Litry* has given the same result, except that the factor M

The only existing solution for lobed forms of distortion is due to LorENz,* and this
is not in agreement with equation (104). In support of the latter formula it may be
urged that LoreNz’ formula does not agree with EULER’S result when £ = 1.

It may also be remarked that the foregoing results for the tubular strut problem
contradict BRYAN’s theorem, that a closed shell cannot fail by instability, because
distortion would involve extension of the middle surface; for although the first
terms in equations (102) and (104) are due solely to extension of the middle
surface, yet the compressive stress at collapse, as given by (90) or (105), may be
insufficient to produce elastic breakdown in the position of equilibrium, if the ratio

C—ihas a sufficiently low value.

Stability of Tubes under Combined End and Surface Pressure.

We shall not treat this case in any detail, but it requires notice in connection with
the “localization of collapse” which is observed in experiments conducted upon long
tubes tested under hydrostatic pressure, the permanent distortion being generally
confined to a portion only of the length of the tube. This result is not predicted by
the theoretical formula (88), which suggests a steady fall in the value of the collapsing
pressure as the wave-length increases; and a partial explanation may possibly be
found in the fact that the method of test has generally left a wholly or partially

* (f. footnote, p. 209.
t For a similar omission in a solution of the boiler-flue problem cf. p. 225.


http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/

s |
I \

a4
A A

THE ROYAL
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

A

%

S

JA \

THE ROYAL A
SOCIETY

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS
OF

Downloaded from rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org

MR. R. V. SOUTHWELL ON THE GENERAL THEORY OF ELASTIC STABILITY. 237

unbalanced end-thrust, due to the water pressure acting upon the closed ends of the
tube.

It is clear that the expansion of the general fifteen-row determinant will give an
equation of the form

a+BA+yB+A’+eAB+({B*+... =0,

where «, B, vy... depend upon the dimensions of the tube and the type of the
distortion. But in any practical case, as we have already observed, A and B must be
very small quantities. It follows that an approximate solution may be obtained from

the terms
a+BA+yB=0. . . . . . . . . . (107)

Let 3, and &, be the values of the external pressure and of the end-thrust, each of
which, acting alone, could produce collapse into the assumed type of distortion. Then
equation (107) may clearly be written as follows :—

qgl=<'1—§;>1gc, .. .. . ... (108)

where 3, and & are the values of the external pressure and end-thrust which can
produce collapse when acting in conjunction.

It may be seen from this equation that {8, can have a minimum value for some finite
value of the axial wave-length when, and only when, & exists. If the end-thrust be
entirely unbalanced, we have v

=x?(1+=)P'P, . . . . . . . . . (109)

and the collapsing pressure may, in this case, be determined from equation (108).

GENERAL THEORY OF INSTABILITY IN MATERIALS OF FINITE STRENGTH.
The Practical Value of a Theory of Instability.

In the concluding section of this paper an attempt will be made to estimate the
practical value of a theory of elastic instability ; to suggest ways in which we may
hope to increase this value; and to indicate the questions to which answers must be
found in order that further advance may be possible. '

The first point which must be noticed is the non-realization in practice of our
conception of a ““critical loading,” owing to imperfections which always exist, and
which violate our ideal assumptions. In any actual example the displacement of the
system increases continuously with the load, and the system collapses at a smaller
value of the load than our theory would dictate. It is necessary to inquire whether
serious discrepancies are to be expected. ’

In some mechanical problems the effects of imperfections may be calculated. We
may take, as an example, the system illustrated in fig."1, and consider any one of the
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many imperfections which occur in practice. For simplicity, let us assume that the
sphere, bowl, and plunger are still smooth, rigid, and accurately formed, but that
the line of thrust of the plunger is eccentric by an amount 8. It is easy to see from
fig. 7 that the displacement of the sphere from the line of thrust of the plunger, when
the system is in equilibrium under a load P, is

d=7sind=3+(R—7r)sin ¢,

where
P tang (110)

W~ tan 6—tan qS}

and these equations enable us to trace the steady increase of the sphere’s displacement
as the load on the plunger is increased from a zero value.

P

° 8=9 Critical Load

pid
7
&

o Values of,

o Values of d., or

Fig. 7. : Fig. 8.

Thus in fig. 8 curves are drawn to connect P and d, for a value 3 of the ratio R/,
when the initial displacement § has the values 0, 0°01#, and 0'17 respectively. At
the points on these curves for which P has a maximum value, “ collapse” will occur,
since the equilibrium then becomes unstable. The locus of these points is shown in
the figure by a broken line, and a dot-and-dash line shows the connection between 4
and the maximum value of P. From the latter curve it is evident that a small
initial inaccuracy may cause a material reduction in the ‘ collapsing load”; never-
theless the “ critical load” gives a limit which will be more and more nearly attained
as our experimental accuracy is improved, and its investigation is by no means useless
for practical purposes.

When the problem is one of elastic stability, the discussion of imperfections by
analytical methods will, in general, be beyond our power; but it is clear that similar
remarks will apply. An “exchange of stabilities” at some “ point of bifurcation "*
must be regarded as a purely ideal conception, and in practice there will always be a
steady increase of distortion as the load is increased, owing principally to practical
imperfections of form. A strut, for example, may be very accurately loaded, if
suitable methods are employed, but its centre-line will never be quite straight; the
initial deflection which characterizes it may be regarded as composed of a series of

* H. POINCARE, ¢ Acta Mathematica,’ 7. (1885), p. 259.
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harmonic terms, and when the load is applied one of these harmonics will be
developed very much more than the others, just as one constituent harmonic may be
developed by ““ resonance” in an alternating current wave of irregular shape. In the
ordinary strut problem this magnified harmonic is such that one-half wave occupies
the length of the strut, but in other problems, such as that of the tubular strut,
though there is always a “favourite” or “natural harmonic” which is especially
magnified, its relation to the dimensions may be more complicated.® In any case the
effects of practical imperfections of form might be studied, if the analytical difficulties
could be surmounted, by investigating the rate at which the amplitude of this
“natural harmonic” increases with the load, when its value in the initial configu-
ration is given ; and the results of the investigation might be shown graphically by
curves of distortion, similar in character to the curves of fig. 8, in which the abscisse
represented the amplitude of the natural harmonic, and the ordinates represeuted the
magnitude of the applied stress-system, or ““load.”

These * curves of distortion” are of considerable utility for the study o problems
in elastic stability, even though their true form can only be guessed. They help us,
for example, to explain, and in some degree to remedy, the serious discrepancy
existing between EULER’S theory and the results of experiments on short struts.
The discrepancy has often been attributed to practical imperfections of form ; but it
should hardly be necessary to point out that practical imperfections are likely to
diminish rather than to increase in importance, as the dimensions of an elastic solid
become more nearly comparable, so that they will never be more effective as causes of
weakness than in struts of great length, which, as a matter of fact, give results in
close agreement with EULER’s formula.

A more satisfactory explanation of this, and of similar discrepancies in other
problems, may be found in the fact that the ordinary theory of elastic stability
neglects the possibility of elastic break-down. If we attempt to draw “curves of
distortion” for any single problem, we shall find that, apart from the other data of
the problem, three possible cases exist, depending upon the elastic limit of the material
under consideration :—

(1) The material may be of infinite strength ;

(2) Its elastic limit may be so high that the critical load, as determined by the
theory of instability, is not sufficient to cause elastic break-down in the
configuration of equilibrium ;

(8) Elastic break-down may occur, even in the position of equilibrium, at a load less
than the critical value.

In the first case (which is, of course, purely ideal), the distortion due to loading
will vanish when the loading is removed, and in this sense we may say that the

* In the problem of the tubular strut, the “ favourite harmonic ” is, of course, defined by that value of ¢
which corresponds to a minimum value of $ in equations (102) or (104).
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material will never fail. The * curves of distortion,” if we could determine their true
shape, would probably be approximately of the form shown in fig. 9. The theoretical
methods of this paper enable us to fix the position of A, the “ point of bifurcation,”
but give no information as to the form of AB, beyond the fact that it cuts OA at
right angles.® The other curves of the diagram will approach more and more closely
the limiting form OAB as the initial value of the amplitude is decreased.

In the second case, we have the additional complication of elastic break-down
under finite stress, which reduces the resistance of the material and causes the new
’ shown by thick lines in fig. 10, to begin at certain points to
fall away from the corresponding curves of fig. 9 (reproduced in fine lines for com-
parison) ; these points will lie on some line such as CD, cutting OA at a point
above A, and it is clear that to the right of CD the curves of distortion refer to
displacements which do not wholly vanish when the load is removed. Total collapse
of the system will obviously occur at the points of maximum load on the curves of
distortion, and the locus of these points, which is shown on the diagram by the
dot-and-dash line EF, may be termed the ““line of final collapse.”

“curves of distortion,’

B B . _
Critical Logg el Theory ___——5F Instability, ____——

A A ' A
¥ Sl ond i
\ overstrained malgial™~<3
W AP ¥
e Y NN
i i/ i
N Q
= | ~
(4] (4] 0
Amplitude of Natural Harmonic.
Fig. 9. Fig. 10. Fig. 11.

A knowledge of the true form of EF would enable us, when we are given the initial
value of the amplitude, to predict the load at which the system will collapse; and
these quantities could be connected by another curve AG, which would show
at once whether the resistance of the system to collapse is seriously reduced by
practical inaccuracies of form. A complete theory of any problem in elastic stability
must yield information on this very important point, as well as an expression for the
“critical load ” ; but in most cases more powerful methods would be needed for its
derivation than are at present available. The investigation of the ““ critical load ” is
therefore not without utility, for although never realized in practice, this forms a limit
which should be fairly closely approached when considerable accuracy is possible.

In our third case the ‘critical load,” as deduced by theoretical methods, is more
than sufficient to cause elastic break-down. We may proceed as before to draw
hypothetical curves of distortion. The line C'D’ (fig. 11), which corresponds to the

* It must not be assumed that AB is a horizontal straight line; in general, since the distorting
effect of the applied stress-system, which varies as the deflection, increases less rapidly than the
resistance, which varies as the curvature, AB will tend to rise from A.
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line CD of fig. 10, will intersect OA at a point below A, and the other curves of
distortion at correspondingly lower points. We have seen that the effect of local -
elastic breakdown upon fig. 10 was to deflect the curves of distortion from the forms
which they would have assumed if the material had possessed indefinite strength ;
and 1t is clear that this deflection will begin at lower values of the loads in the
present case. We may therefore expect curves of the type shown in thick lines in
fig. 11, where the curves already obtained are reproduced in fine lines for comparison.
As before, we may draw a line A’F’ “of final collapse” through the points of
maximum load on the curves of distortion, and connect the collapsing load with the
initial value of the amplitude by another curve A'G.

It is clear that the curves of distortion must tend to a limit which is no longer
OAH, but some other curve OA’H’, where OA’, the critical load under the new
conditions, is more than sufficient to produce elastic breakdown, but less than OA.
We can see further that the curve A’G’ is not likely to fall away from A’ much more
steeply than AG from A in fig. 10. The great weakness of short struts in practice,
compared with EULER’s theoretical estimate, is now explained. Whereas long struts
come within the conditions of fig. 10, the failure of short struts will be repre-
sented by fig. 11, and occurs at comparatively low stresses, not because practical
imperfections have a greater effect upon the strength, but because OA’, the true
value of the critical load, is less than OA, the value which EuLer’s theory would
dictate.®

It is the rule, rather than the exception, that the critical load, as found by the
ordinary theory of elastic stability, is more than sufficient in practice to produce
elastic break-down. This may be readily seen in reference to any particular example.
In the case of the tubular strut, fig. 10 is only applicable when the ratio of diameter to
thickness is greater than 560 (for an average quality of mild steel), and for thicker
tubes the critical load falls, apparently by a very considerable amount,t below the
theoretical estimate. The determination of the critical load, in cases where this is
more than sufficient to produce elastic break-down, is thus a problem of great
importance, since it forms a limit which can never, under any circumstances, be
exceeded. In the ordinary strut problem the determination can be effected without
difficulty, and an apparently new field is thus indicated for research. The distin-
guishing feature of its problems is the dependence of the stress-strain relations upon
the past history of the material, rendering absolutely necessary a method which
follows the actual cycle of events up to the occurrence of collapse.

[* Added May 11.—Since this paper was written, the author’s attention has been drawn to a
dissertation by T. voN KARMAN (‘Untersuchungen iiber Knickfestigkeit,” Berlin, 1909), in which the
forms of these “ curves of distortion,” for solid struts of practical dimensions, are deduced both from theory
and from experiments. KARMAN also gives a relation equivalent to that of equation (112).]

t Experiments conducted by the author upon seamless steel tubes showed failure under loads which
were in every case little more than sufficient to produce “ permanent set.”
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Stability of Short Struis.

This problem has been discussed elsewhere by the author,* and it will be noticed
here only at sufficient length to indicate the directions in which further research is
needed. We have to derive an expression for the collapsing load of a straight strut,
when this is more than suflicient to cause elastic break-down of the material ; and we
proceed as before by considering three configurations of the strut: (1) before strain ;
(2) in a position of neutral equilibrium under uniform end-thrust; and (3) in a
position of infinitesimal distortion from the second configuration.

For a first approximation we may say that cross-sections remain plane in the third
configuration, so that the diagram of longitudinal compressive strain for any cross-
section is as shown in the upper part of fig. 12 ; the horizontal line fg shows the

A

.’j' [ e SN Wiiqg
I
D :
\Z\h 7
3 )
i I,Jz'agrrun, Fof §Strain K Q
¢ mI ERSUNSANN QZL 7
b
kK \
PANNN
N £
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Tig. 12. Fig. 13.

uniform strain of the second configuration. Then, if fig. 18 be the stress-strain
diagram for a compression test of our material, and this uniform strain corresponds to
a stress p which is represented by the point B, we see that to the right of the point
F in fig. 12 the longitudinal compressive stress in the third configuration must be
greater, and to the left less than p.

Now it is a well-known property of metals that if at any point B on the stress-
strain diagram, beyond the elastic limit, we begin to decrease the load, the diagram
is not retraced, but that we obtain a line BC which is parallel to OA.t It follows

that the ratio decrease of stress
decrease of strain

is still given by E, Younc’s Modulus for the material. On the other hand, the
diagram shows that if we increase the load beyond B by an infinitesimal amount, the

ratio . increase of stress
increase of strain

is a smaller quantity E’, which may be found from the slope of the diagram at B.

* ¢«Engineering,” August 23, 1912,
1 A. MORLEY, ‘Strength of Materials,” § 42.
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We are considering an infinitesimal distortion in the third position, so that if' we
represent the increase of strain in fig. 12 by Az, the increase of longitudinal com-
pressive stress to the right of F may be taken as F'Az, and the decrease of this stress
to the left of ¥ as Exz. Hence we obtain, for the section under consideration, the
diagram of longitudinal stress which is shown in the lower part of fig. 12. The
uniform stress of the second configuration is shown by the horizontal line /n, and it is
a condition for neutral stability in the second configuration that no increase of thrust
shall be required to maintain the distortion. If the cross-section of the strut is
rectangular, of dimensions o x 2¢, it follows that the triangles /mk and ¢gmn must be
equal in area, or

¢ _E

o = T (111)

This relation fixes the position of F on the cross-section, and in terms of the
dimensions shown in fig. 12 we may write for the moment of resistance about G,

b+t
M j Eanz (z—0) olz+j0 Earz (z—0b) dz
0 . b—t

= Za\Et*+fax (BE—E) (b°—3bt*—2t%).

But if y is the deflection of the strut at the point G, in the infinitesimal
distortion, we have, as in the ordinary theory of bending,
_ Py
M= da?’
where z denotes the distance of the section from one end ; and for equilibrium in the
third configuration M must be equal to the bending moment due to thrust, or 2atpy :
hence, '

d? [ BN/ b
py+ T4 x AT JL1 +%(1—E—> <t—3 =k —2>} =0 . . . . (112)
Equation (112) shows the modification which must be introduced, to take account
of elastic break-down, into EULER’s equation

) .
_py+g—agx—1gEt2=0,. T (113)

and it is easy to see that if [ is the length, calculated from (113), of a strut which
can just support the stress p, and ' the length as calculated from (112), then

*_ ;<_E’><§>_‘°’__ ??._>
p=tral\l-g)e 377

t4+b E
t—b E’
212

But, from (111),
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so that, finally,
(114)

. 2
=—
1+ /\/ F:’
This result leads to a simple method by which the collapsing loads of short struts
may be obtained graphically from the compressive stress-strain diagram. A full
explanation is given in the paper to which reference has already been made, and a
comparison, showing satisfactory agreement, is made with the results of experiments.
One conclusion of some practical importance may be noticed : the curves of collapsing

stress show that great duectility of material is by no means desirable in struts,
the primary requisite being a high elastic limit.

Need for Further Research. Conclusion.

With slight modification, the theory just given for short struts might be applied to
the problem of circular rings under radial pressure ; but these appear to be the only
cases in which we can at present discuss the stability of overstrained material. In
any problem dealing with plates or shells distortion from the equilibrium position
must introduce new stresses, in directions perpendicular to that of the stress which
has caused elastic failure. The circular type of distortion in a tubular strut, for
example, will introduce “ hoop ” stresses, and at present we have no knowledge of the
corresponding stress-strain relations when “set” has occurred.

This and many other stability problems may be regarded as special cases of a
general problem, viz., the determination of the changes of strain which occur when an
infinitesimal stress-system, defined by principal stresses ¢, r, s, 1s impressed upon a
material already overstrained by a simple stress p. The problem is not simple, and
its solution would probably entail much theoretical and experimental work ; but this
would be justified by the importance, both for theory and practice, of its applications.

In conclusion, the author desires to express his indebtedness to Profs. Love and
Hopxrinson, for valuable criticism and advice; to Mr. L. S. PALMER, for the photo-
graphs reproduced in fig. 2; and to Messrs. H. J. Howarp and D. P. Scorr, for
assistance in the prosecution of the experiments described on p. 223. He also takes
this opportunity of thanking Messrs. Stewarts and Lloyds, Ltd., of Glasgow for
gifts of very accurate steel tube for experimental purposes.
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